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HOW TO BECOME THE BEST 

EDITOR YOU CAN BE 

 

I’ ve been asked by intermediate-level 

editors what they can do to take their freelance 

business to the next level. The answer is easy—

learn more. Look for opportunities to glean 

from others in the business. Knowledge adds 

value to everything you do. 

Until PENCON 2014, there were no conferences geared specifically for 

editors. I suggest you make a plan to attend next year’s conference in 

Colorado Springs. 

I also highly recommend that you attend writer’s conferences that feature  

the genre(s) you wish to specialize in. For me, it is fiction. I’ve attended 

eleven Christian fiction writer’s conferences, and I still learn something new 

each time.  

If you want to learn about non-fiction, magazines, etc., the Colorado 

Christian Writer’s Conference and the Philadelphia Christian Writer’s 

Conferences are best. This might sound weird and maybe even like overkill, 

but learning how to write the genre you want to specialize in editing will take 

you farther toward becoming the best at it.  

Immerse yourself in the industry. Listen to editors at the big publishing 

houses and well-respected agents to see what they are looking for. What are 

the publishers’ current needs? What do they look for in a book? What do they 

not want to see in a book? Do they require agents? If so, who are considered 

the best agents in the industry? 
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Non-genre specifics such as punctuation, grammar, usage, etc., will best be addressed by college  

English courses. 

To learn about running your own business, working with clients, and 

getting clients to hire you, Kathy Ide’s class on Establishing Y our 

Freelance Business gave me that last shot in the arm I needed to get my 

business off the ground. 

You need to have a relevant website. (Mine is being completely scrapped 

and rewritten because it was created in 2006.) 

To be top dog, you must never quit studying the business. Keep your 

thumb on the pulse of the industry at all times to identify new techniques, 

trends, or changes as they happen. 

Subscribe to magazines that feature the genre(s) you wish to edit. The 

Christian Writer’s Guild puts out an excellent magazine called The Christian Communicator that 

addresses non-fiction writing as well as fiction. The ACFW is the  place to learn about and keep abreast 

of up-to-the-minute fiction trends. 

Finally, every time you go to your desk, set aside thirty minutes (or more if you have the time) to do 

nothing but read up on something to do with the writing industry through magazines, blogs, and courses. 

If you do these things, you’ll become an expert in your field. Knowledge is key. Never stop looking for 

more knowledge. The more information you have to pass on to your clients, the better chance you have 

of becoming a successful freelance editor. If potential clients perceive that you have a bit more to offer 

than the others who are bidding on the same job, you’ll get more contracts. 
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Coordinator’s Column (cont.) 

 

RESOURCE AND EVENT NEWS 
 

The second annual PENCON conference, held in Austin, Texas,  

from April 30–May 2, was a huge success with dozens of attendees.  

Plans are underway for PENCON #3, to be held in Colorado in 2016;  

anyone interested in volunteering, contact Jenne Acevedo. 

 

 

 

Houston-area residents may be interested in the  
Inspirational Writers Alive! Group 

that meets at Houston’s First Baptist Church  
on the second Thursday evening of each month. 

 

mailto:jenneacevedo@cox.net
http://www.centralhoustoniwa.com
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M e m b e r  N e w s  

 Delora Buoy was “promoted to Heaven” on February 26 after a stroke. 

 Kathy Ide’s story-devotional anthology, 21 Days of Grace: Stories That Celebrate God’s Unconditional 

Love, was released on June 1. Other contributors included Jeanette Hanscome, Kathi Macias, Jeanette 

Morris, Cec Murphey, Nanette Thorsen-Snipes, and Nancy Williams. 

 Cec Murphey announced that the movie version of 90 Minutes in Heaven will premiere in September.  

 Ann Knowles’s book The Extraordinary Presence of God: True Stories of Faith and Courage in Ordinary 

Lives was released in July. Contributors include Ane Mulligan, Eva Marie Everson, JoAnn Wray and several 

members of The Christian PEN.  

DEVOTION — Tell the Love of Jesus 

By Emily A. Akin 
  

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole;  

there is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul. 

This is the chorus of one of my favorite Negro spirituals, “There Is a 

Balm in Gilead.” It’s based on Jeremiah 8:22: “Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? 

Why then is there no healing for the wound of my people?” (NIV). 

The song has a number of verses, and there are many versions of each stanza. As a writer, the first verse 

speaks to me when I’m not motivated, when I’ve been rejected, or when I’m too distracted to write. 

Sometimes I feel discouraged, and think my work’s in vain,  

but then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. 

The second verse encourages me because I am not very good at public speaking. To be honest, that’s 

why I prefer written communication to verbal. Many writers are like that, artisans of the written word 

but not gifted in public speaking. 

If you can’t preach like Peter, if you can’t pray like Paul,  

just tell the love of Jesus, and say He died for all. 

Christian writers are all about “telling the love of Jesus” to all who will read or listen. The last verse 

reminds us that Jesus will come to our aid when we need strength beyond our own. 

Don’t ever feel discouraged, ’cause Jesus is your friend,  

and if you lack for knowledge, he’ll never fail to lend. 

Writers, you can overcome discouragement, rejection, fear of public speaking—any number of difficul-

ties—because Jesus is your friend. He will help you accomplish whatever task God has given you. 

 

There Is a Balm in Gilead lyrics here. More about the song at this link. 

Copyright 2013. Used by permission. Originally published Emily M. Akin, Blog 4 Writers, June 2013. 

 

Emily M. Akin is a freelance writer, blogger, editor, and marketing consultant. Writing for publication since 1999, 
Emily has had more than 200 articles published. In recent years, Akin has taught an online course entitled 
“Marketing Your Services” for The Christian PEN (Proofreaders and Editors Network), an online network for Chris-
tian proofreaders and editors. See more at: http://emilyakin.com 

http://www.esvbible.org/Jeremiah+8.22
http://www.hymnary.org/text/sometimes_i_feel_discouraged_spiritual
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/There_Is_a_Balm_in_Gilead
http://emilyakin.com/tell-the-love-of-jesus/
http://emilyakin.com/
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Praying for the Prodigal 

 by Andrea Merrell  

Lighthouse Publishing of the Carolinas, released 3/25/15 

 
Reviewed by  Rachel Newman 

 
Andrea and Charlie Merrell had the family they’d dreamed of—a precious 

son and his adoring little sister. Although sibling rivalry was an ongoing 

problem, the kids seemed mostly happy and well-adjusted. So Andrea missed 

the warning signs that preceded the teen years. She was unprepared for the 

events that led to an anonymous phone call about her daughter’s well-being. 

“[H]er buddies said if she died, they’d throw her in a dumpster and not think 

another thing about it.” 

  
Andrea shares her struggles through a season of praying for not one but two 

prodigals and how God sustained her and brought them home. She identifies 

the warning signs she missed and offers wisdom on how to prepare while 

kids are young. She then provides thirty days of power-packed prayers 

loaded with God’s promises. Praying for the Prodigal is a short, easy read that will encourage the 

heart of any parent. 

 
 
 

 
21 Days of Grace 

 by Kathy Ide  

Broadstreet Publishing Group LLC, released June 1, 2015 

 
Reviewed by Amy Gray 

 
Being an inveterate reader of all things (including dictionaries and 

thesauruses), I jumped at the chance to read a devotional comprised of 

short stories. This did not disappoint. 
 

I read it through in one sitting. I know, I know, it's a daily devotional, but 

I was compelled to keep reading and stopped only to dry my tears, as God 

spoke to me through the entries. With several, the characters felt like old 

friends, and others I wanted to get to know better. This is the kind of book 

I enjoy reading—one that touches my soul and draws me in. The 

applications after each short story were profound in their simplicity, yet 

relevant to everyday life. And a few of the stories were surprises, catching 

me off guard. I like that! Although many of the authors were women, a few were men, making this 

book relevant to both genders. I recommend it highly. 
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FEATURED EDITOR 

BETHANY KACZMAREK 

Interviewed by Ralene Burke 

I’ve seen A Little Red Ink around in my publishing circles, even before I became an editor myself. 
Since then, I’ve had the pleasure of interacting with Bethany Kaczmarek a few times, and what a 
delight she is! (Even after I told her I had this dream that she tried to kill me.) I hope you all enjoy 
getting to know a little bit about her.  

Short Bio:  

I’m a professional freelance editor, as well as Associate Editor at both  

Lighthouse Publishing of the Carolinas and their speculative fiction imprint, 

Brimstone Fiction.  

What made you decide to become an editor?  
 

Two things: sheer grammar-nerdery and my own love for writing. I learned from 

teachers who made it fun, and I enjoy helping others understand. Editing doesn’t 

have to be tedious and grueling. Making prose sing can be invigorating. 

 

So, I know you have an editing business with your sister. What’s it like 
working with your sister? How do you balance out this business? 
 

A Little Red Ink is honestly only our editing brand. It’s our virtual real estate. We 

blog there, share business cards and promotional expenses, that sort of thing. We 

do chat all the time, but primarily because we like each other. And for a few of 

our clients, we act as a second set of eyes for a final-pass proofread. It can take finagling, but we plan a few 

months in advance and make sure—if all four eyes are necessary—they’re available. 

 

Are you also a writer? What do you write? 
 

I write about the places where grit meets grace. I’m passionate about making room for the New Adult niche in 

the inspirational market, so I write about young people who wrestle with newfound independence, who struggle 

to make counter-cultural choices, and who strive to live with integrity in both the workplace and the world.  

My unpublished manuscript The Trouble with Silence (then titled Afraid to Dance) won the 2013 Novel Rocket 

Launchpad Contest in Contemporary Romance, a Frasier Bronze medal, and honorable mention at the Blue 

Ridge Mountain Christian Writers Conference.  

Tell us something fun/unique about yourself. 

I speak three languages. My husband and I spent six years in Central Europe as missionaries, often working with 

college students. Now, back in the States, our Maryland home is often filled with twenty-somethings who come 

over for a listening ear (though I’m absolutely willing to admit it could also be for the board games and food). 

And—this is my favorite part—my husband and I speak a fun blend of Polish and Lithuanian when we don’t 

want our tribe of eavesdroppers to listen in. 

Feel free to share some links where we can connect with you. 

Excellent. Please do.  

www.bethanykaczmarek.com 

Professional Freelance Editing at A Little Red Ink 

Associate Editor at Lighthouse Publishing of the Carolinas 

Find me on Facebook @ www.facebook.com/BRKaczmarek  or Twitter @BRKaczmarek and LinkedIn 

 

http://www.bethanykaczmarek.com/
file:///C:/Users/Judy/Documents/ABHE
http://lighthousepublishingofthecarolinas.com/
http://www.facebook.com/BRKaczmarek
http://www.twitter.com/BRKaczmarek
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/bethany-kaczmarek/52/b05/a62
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WHAT DOES CMOS SAY ABOUT THAT? 

Q. I have completed my first literary novel. I am working with a well 

respected editor who has edited many modern novelists. In my writing, I have 

followed Strunk & White’s The Elements of Style and The Chicago Manual 

of Style in my use of the semicolon. My editor claims that my uses are 

“incorrect.” Here is a typical example from my book: “When the spring 

comes, you tell us we cannot work until we pay our dues; but the problem is, 

we cannot pay until we work.” The editor’s “correction”: “When the spring 

comes, you tell us we cannot work until we pay our dues. But the problem is, 

we cannot pay until we work.” My editor has deleted every semicolon in the 

manuscript. Can someone explain what is happening to the lowly semicolon 

and why it gets no respect? 
 

A. Semicolons tend to be frowned upon in fiction. An editor  who doesn ’t 

allow them at all is overly rigid, however, since they are sometimes useful and 

even necessary. As for the sentence you quote, a semicolon isn’t wrong (see CMOS 6.57), but it’s a matter of 

taste whether the best choice is to start a new sentence or use a semicolon or even a comma before but. 

 

Q. Can we star t a sentence with But? 
 

A. Yes—it’s perfectly grammatical. (But watch out for sticklers who haven’t read a grammar book since they 

were in high school!) 

 
Q. A fr iend and I are disagreeing about the following phrases: “less and less likely” versus “more and more 

unlikely.” I say they are equal in meaning. He says that only the first one is correct. Your opinion, please. 
 

A. My opinion is that your  fr iend should be asked to supply justification or  proof. (Don ’t worry—he won’t 

be able to.) 

From Deb Haggerty: 

 
Who Killed My Church? by James Shupp  
   
I had the privilege of being the editor for this book, and I do mean privilege. Green 
Street could be any church, any denomination, any place. The problems and situations 

described in the story are only too common. James Shupp, however, has written this story with believable 
characters and situations. You will be rooting for Pete, Monica, Marcus, and the others as they go on a journey 
to rediscover what once made Green Street great.  
   

Who Killed My Church? should be required reading for every pastor, church staff member, and church board 
and recommended strongly to the laity within. Although fiction, Who Killed My Church? lays out concrete 
methods for revitalizing a church as well as descriptions of how churches lose their way in the first place.  
   

In today's society, the strength of our churches is more important than ever. We need energized parishioners 
seeking to draw in the lost and providing an environment where they can find the one true solution, Jesus Christ. 
   

Buy this book. Read it yourself, then buy another for your pastor or give him/her your copy. Who Killed My 
Church? will change the way you view church. You'll never see church in quite the same way again. Five stars!  

     
To buy W ho Killed My Church? click here 

http://www.amazon.com/Who-Killed-My-Church-Revelation/dp/1942513445/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1433613681&sr=8-1&keywords=who+killed+my+church


  
 Submission guidelines for 

PEN Points 

Members of The Christian PEN are 

encouraged to submit material for future 

issues of PEN Points. Please note the 

following guidelines: 

Articles (contr ibuting members only) 

Contact Paul Conant  if you’d like to 

contribute any of the following: 
 

 Editing Exercises  

 “Ask the Editor” questions  

 Reports of writers’ conferences you’ve 
attended  

 Any article related to editorial 
freelancing  

Word count: 300–700 

 

Featured Editor Interviews 

Contact Ralene Burke  

Maximum word count 350 

Snippets (open to all members)  

Contact Katherine Swarts if you’d 

like to contribute any of the 

following: 

 Editing Quips & Quotes ( be sure to 
provide the source of the material) 

 Humorous anecdotes 

 Announcements of Upcoming Writers’ 

conferences 

 Notices of Contests 

 News from the publishing world 

 Typo sightings and puzzling prose 
(please remove any identifying 
information that might embarrass the 
source.) 

 Any “snippets” you think would be of 
interest. 

Maximum word count 150 

Book Reviews (contr ibuting members 

only) Contact  Leslie McKee if you 

have a book you’d like to review or a 

book you’d like to have reviewed. 

 

Because these books are promoted 

through The Christian PEN, please 

keep in mind our doctrinal statement 

as you consider authors/books to 

feature. 

Devotions (contributing members only) 

Contact Susan Stewart  if you’d like 

to write a devotion. 

 

(Continued on page 8) 
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T Y P O  S I G H T I N G S  &  P U Z Z L I N G  P R O S E  

From Marilyn Anderson: 

  James 2:14 (NASB) is quoted on the last page of a well-known 
 author’s devotional book: “What use is it, my brethern, if 
someone says he has faith but he has no works?” 

  Internet ad: “Do a stress test on your savings to see how much 
you can withdrawal safely.” 

 This jumped at me off the page of a devotional book: “The movie, 
 The Passion of the Christ revealed the horror of what God’s Son, 
 Jesus Christ suffered.” The movie title should be indicated as 
 such, and a comma belongs after both occurrences of “Christ.” 

 

From Kathy Ide:  

“Saw this tagline under an online video: ‘Bestselling author and 
speaker, [name omitted], shares great publicity and sales insight that 
he has learned as an award-winning speakers and author.’ Apparently 
this ‘bestselling’ (Webster’s Collegiate says this word should be 
hyphenated) author didn’t learn that he needs to proofread his tagline 
(‘an award-winning speakers’?). And those commas around his name 
imply that he is the ONLY ‘bestselling author and speaker.’ Also, if I 
were editing this, I’d recommend not repeating the words ‘author’ and 
‘speaker’ in such close proximity. Details like that made me think less 
of this author’s professionalism before I even watched his video.” 
 

Lyric sheet for Near the Cross: “Till my ruptured soul shall find ...” 

 

Hubspot.com article headline: “69% of Businesses Attribute Blogging to 
Increased Leads.” (It should be, “69% of Businesses Attribute 
Increased Leads to Blogging” or “69% of Businesses Credit Blogging 
for Increasing Leads.”) 

 

Ripley’s Believe It or Not, May 21, 2015: “A lamb was born to farmer 
Blasius Lavrentiev in Dagestan, Russia, with a face resembling an 
angry old man!” (I do not believe that any lamb was born to the 
farmer, though I can believe that one with an angry face was born to 
one of his ewes. Or is the farmer the one with the angry old face?) 

 

School essay: “No human beings were around during the Ice Age because 
it was the pre-stork era.” 

 

Sign in a West Virginia schoolyard: No Trespassing Without 
Permission. 

 

Science paper: “A squid ... has ten to twelve testicles that hang down from 
its body.”  

 

Restaurant menu: “Our food leaves you nothing to hope for.” 
 

Headline: “Man Executed After Long Speech.” 
 

Accident report: “The victim suffered at least two broken legs.” 
 

Store sign: “If it’s in stock, we have it!” 
 

Editorial: “The two politicians are diabolically opposed.” 
 

Job ad: “Eye See You Nurse.” (Presumably they meant ICU.) 
 

On a can of bug spray: “Kills all kinds of insects. Warning: harmful to 
bees.” 
 

Headline: “Deer Interfering with Jets Being Shot at Philadelphia Airport.” 
 

Restaurant review: “A good meal here won’t cost you a nominal 
egg.” (Must have meant an arm and a leg.) 

mailto:pwcediting@gmail.com
mailto:raleneburke@gmail.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:leslielm@gmail.com
mailto:susan@practicalinspirations.com
http://library.timelesstruths.org/music/Near_the_Cross/
http://blog.hubspot.com/blog/tabid/6307/bid/25785/69-of-Businesses-Attribute-Blogging-to-Increased-Leads-Data.aspx


MORE TYPO SIGHTINGS & PUZZLING PROSE 

 

Client Shout-Outs (contr ibuting members only)  

Contact Jeanette Morris if you’d like to 

contribute any of the following: 

 An endorsement of an outstanding book you’ve 

edited. Please include a link to one or more 

websites where the book can be ordered. Linking 

an author/publisher site needs permissions from 

the author. Please obtain prior to submitting. 

 A graphic of the front cover is welcome. 

 An uplifting experience with an author that 

emphasizes our ministry as Christian editors. (If 

the Lord has spoken to you through a client or 

manuscript, give Him glory for it!)  

Tell why the manuscript is worthy of mention 

and/or how editing this project or working with 

this client helped you grow professionally, 

personally, or spiritually. 

 

Maximum word count 250.  

Submission guidelines  (Continued from 

page 7) 
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Online article: “... [this book editor has] learned to accept 

projects that are only a good fit both for her and the 

author.” (I’d rather work on projects that fit at least a few 

readers’ tastes as well....) 

Headline: “March Scheduled for August.” 

Headline: “Harrison Ford Flies Again After Fatal Plane 

Crash.” (And no, no one else actually died in that “fatal” 

crash either.) 

There’s a famous plaque that reads, “HERE MEN ... 

FIRST SET FOOT ... JULY 1969, A. D.” Properly, “A. 

D.” should come before the date, but to correct that error, 

an editor would have to travel to where the plaque was 

left ... on the moon! 

Infographic: “Unsuccessful people horde information 

and data.” 

Data field at popular articles website: “Search term of 

ZIP code.” 

Adventures Afar by John Tveten (TWEET-en), c. 2006, 

p. 142: “The assent to the [Grand Canyon’s] South Rim 

from the bottom is a slow, steady climb.” 

Business-tips blog: “Create a Twitter list of perspective 

clients.” 

Goals blog: “Don’t loose sight of the bigger 

picture.” (This person wrote loose for lose three times in 

four paragraphs!) 

Business blog (your  guess is as good as mine on 

whether this one was deliberate): “Gone are the days of 

slapping the business logo on everything in site and 

calling it a day.” 

Medical website: “We have physicans on-site daily.” 

Facebook business post: “Great group ... met yesterday 

in Cypress and shred business ideas to help each other.” 

It Happened in Las Vegas, by Paul W. Papa (Globe 

Pequot Press, Guilford, CT, 2009), pp. 96–97: “Thick 

black smoke was already bellowing from the building.... 

The black smoke bellowed from the rooms below.” 

It Happened in Michigan, by Colleen Burcar (Globe 

Pequot Press, Guilford, CT, 2010), p. 88: “In 1992 the 

State of Michigan placed a historical maker [in Couzens 

Memorial Park, Bath, MI].” 

Church newsletter: “The student ministries team and 

band did a fanatics job of leading.” [I assume they meant 

fantastic.] 

E-article: “She ... starred at me in silence.” 

September  
19 Susan Beatty 
20 Katherine Harms 
22 Andrea Merrell 
27  Linda Harris 
 
October  
1 Lisa Bell 
11 Heidi “HL” Walker 
22 Rachel E. Newman 
23 Jeanne Marie Leach 
29 Shari England 
29  Tom Threadgill 
 
November  
2 Susanne Lakin 
6 Leslie McKee 
6 Lynetta L. Smith 
7 Zillah Williams 
8 Stephen Mathisen 
11 Jim Harvey 
13 Kate Hinke 
14  Kristen Stieffel 
21 Christi McGuire 
22 Jenne Acevedo 
24 Donna Stanley 
27 Jessica McCurdy Crooks 
29 Mollie Turbeville 

mailto:jeanette54@sbcglobal.net
http://psychcentral.com/lib/12-ways-successful-bloggers-entrepreneurs-stay-productive/2/

