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COORDINATOR’S COLUMN 

By Jeanne Marie Leach 

C 
hristmas is my favorite time of the year. I love hearing Christmas carols in the 

grocery store before Thanksgiving, and I rarely put my decorations away until 

February. I love the hustle and bustle, giving and getting gifts, walks in the 

snow, houses decked out in lights, Christmas parties, and festive foods. All these are 

traditions of the celebration.  

But it doesn’t matter how one celebrates Christ’s birthday; what matters is allowing 

Jesus to renew our hearts, recharge our love for mankind, and remind us to pray for 

peace in the world. 

These are just a few of God’s Christmas presents to us. He 

loves us so much he sent His only begotten Son that whosoever 

believes in Him shall have everlasting life. He constantly gives us 

gifts of beauty, love, joy, friendship, family, laughter, dreams, and a 

host of other things— too many to list here. What we do with these 

gifts become our offering back to him.  

The season affects me in ways no other time of the year 

can. It’s good for my heart and my outlook on life. The longer I 

celebrate, the longer the effect stays with me throughout the year. 

As the world banishes public Christian displays and the PC 

police become offended by our simple greeting of “Merry 

Christmas,” we don’t have to get caught up in their rhetoric, because 

Jesus keeps on giving wondrous gifts all year long. We hold in our 

hearts the truth of who He is, and nothing or nobody can ever 

remove the spirit of Christmas that remains with us always. 

May God bless you this year with His peace that passes all 

understanding, so that as those in the world try to erase this amazing 

love from the earth, they will not succeed. 

A very merry Christmas to all of you! 
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BOOK REVIEW 

“Editing might be a bloody trade, but knives aren’t the 

exclusive property of  butchers. Surgeons use them too.” 

Blake Morrison  

21 Days of Christmas 

Compiled by Kathy Ide 

Reviewed by Ann Knowles 

 

21 Days of Christmas is a book that will prepare your heart to celebrate 

the birth of the Savior in new and meaningful ways. As the excitement 

and joy of Christmas fill our lives, it behooves us to take notice of those 

around us who, for various reasons, feel alone and forgotten during the 

Christmas season. This book will make you aware of those who are 

hurting and struggling in a dark place to find love and light during trying 

circumstances. You will find yourself endowed with a sense of 

compassion and divine direction to fulfill Jesus’ command to love others 

as He has loved us.  

The writers define the true meaning of Christmas with their stories and 

the biblical application of the truths demonstrated in the lives of the 

characters. These fiction stories so clearly portray the lives of many 

around us that I could not shake the feeling that they were written about 

real people. Some brought tears to my eyes; all brought peace to my 

heart. Every story has some special meaning for the reader. 

I recommend 21 Days of Christmas as a personal devotional book or for use with a small group. It would be 

especially good for family devotions because it teaches families how to share God’s love during the Christmas 

season. 
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DEVOTION — Jesus’s Birthday Party 

 

R ES O U RC E  A N D  E V E N T  N E W S  
Registration is open for the next annual  

Mount Hermon Christian Writers Conference,  

which will be held March 18–22, 2016. 
 

By Susan K. Stewart 

“You were called to this kind of endurance, because Christ suffered on your behalf. He left you an 
example so that you might follow in his footsteps” (1Peter 2:21 CEB, emphasis added). 

 

Do you remember WWJD? (For those who don’t know the initials, it stands 
for “What would Jesus do?”) My granddaughter and I are reading Charles 
Sheldon’s book In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do? This timeless story is the 
foundation for the popularization of WWJD during the 1990s. 

A recent slew of negative Facebook post about red cups at a national coffee 
chain brought WWJD back to my mind. My pondering led me to the question 
“How would Jesus celebrate his birthday?” 

I can imagine a little gathering for bread and fish with His closest friends. I 
don’t see decorations, piles of gifts, or calorie-laden desserts. I can imagine 
Jesus giving his dinner to a person who is hungry. I don’t see Him going back for a second helping. I 
can imagine a wayward miscreant talking about the regret of a sordid life. I don’t see Jesus posting 
negative notices about an offense against Him. 

I have this vision of Jesus’s birthday party because Jesus didn’t come to glorify Himself. He didn’t 
seek popularity. He didn’t seek celebration of Himself. Jesus came to seek and save the lost. He came 
because God loved us.  

What would Jesus do? He would share the love of God to the great and meek. He would help the lowly 
and broken. He would love. 

As I go into this Christmas season, I want to follow in His steps, share the love He gave, and do what 
He did. 

http://writers.mounthermon.org
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5 Editors Tackle the 12 Fatal Flaws of Fiction Writing 

C.S. Lakin with Linda S. Clare, Christy Distler, Robin Patchen, and Rachel Starr Thomson 

 

Reviewed by Susan K. Stewart 

 

“Where there is no guidance the people fall, but in abundance of counselors there is victory.” 

(Proverbs 11:14 NASB) 

 

Editors exist to provide counsel to writers. Without their guidance, a writer 

often fails. Without an editor’s counsel, a writer rarely has victory in 

selling a book. The beauty of 5 Editors Tackle the 12 Fatal Flaws of 

Fiction Writing is the abundance of counselors.  

PEN member C. S. Lakin has teamed with four other editors to examine 

some of the more common errors that writers commit. Point of view, show 

don’t tell, and backstory are just a sampling of what is offered. We read or 

hear how to avoid these writing problems. The difference with 5 Editors is 

five editors. 

Each chapter covers a specific flaw with each editor giving advice about 

that flaw. There are “before” and “after” examples, along with practice 

passages for the reader to correct and then compare with corrected 

versions. A checklist to avoid the flaw is also included. 

Even though written specifically for fiction writers, nonfiction writers 

shouldn’t pass on it. Nonfiction writers also need to use good descriptions 

and avoid overwriting and weak construction.  

Editors will want this book as a reference and to recommend to their clients. The sample paragraphs provided 

are also good for editing practice. 

5 Editors Tackle the 12 Fatal Flaws of Fiction Writing is available in print and Kindle format. I think I’ll take 

both, one at my desk and one for the road. 

BOOK REVIEW 

Merry Christmas and 

Abundant Blessings  

in the New Year 
 

 

From  the PEN Points Team 
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TYPO SIGHTINGS & PUZZLING PROSE 

From Ramona Richards:  

“My favorite typo of the day, from a quarterly report about FY16 initiatives: ‘10. continue to 

build the XXX brand with a Lenten stud, a book called ....’ One of the proofreaders asked if this 

was a new job opening.” 

From Kathy Ide: 
“I’m editing this guy’s book on overcoming his addiction to pornography. This line made 

me laugh out loud: ‘Whenever I walked down the aisle in a store, I wanted to look at 

motorcycle magazines because of the half necked girls in them.’ Half necked girls???? Now, 

there’s a gross image! Or maybe somebody got too heavy-handed with the Photoshop. Of 

course I had to insert a hyphen there in addition to correcting his spelling.” 

From Jeanne Leach: “ 

Yesterday I got a LinkedIn request from someone who said he is a Free Lance Writer. I don’t 

know what a ‘lance writer’ is but at least his services are free.” 

From Chip MacGregor 
Grocery store sign: “Everyday Low Price–Premium Boneless Bananas.” 
Weird Florida by Charlie Carlson (New York: Sterling Publishing Co., 2005), p. 66: “It was a 
glowing red ball of white light.” (Now that is a weird image to 
contemplate!) 

From Judy Hagey:  
“Sign seen at the state fair: ‘No longing when show is in 

progress.’ Either they were admonishing against envy or meant 

to discourage loitering (lounging) during the show.” 

 

 

M e m b e r  N e w s  

Ralene Burke’s serialized five-part e-novel, Bellanok: The Reluctant Savior, began releasing installments in 

October. 

Brenda Kay Coulter was featured in the Reading Is Golden author-spotlight event on September 23. 

Sally Hanan has a third book out: Empower Yourself: In the Holy Spirit. 

Kathy Ide’s second Fiction Lover’s Devotional, 21 Days of Christmas, came out in time for the 2015 holiday 
shopping season. Kathy’s third fiction devo. 21 Days of Love is now available for purchase on Amazon 
in time for Christmas or elsewhere beginning January 1. 

Susanne Lakin’s sixth Writer’s Toolbox book, 5 Editors Tackle the 12 Fatal Flaws of Fiction Writing, went 
up for presale on November 1. The official release date was December 1. 

Jeanne Leach’s client, Sarah Tipton, won September’s ACFW (American Christian Fiction Writers) Genesis 

contest with the YA novel Forgetting Y esterday. 

Joy Avery Melville is the ACFW’s 2015 Mentor of the Year. 

Monica Sharman’s Behold the Beauty: An Invitation to Bible Reading came out on October 13. 

From JoAnn Reno Wray: “I wrote a post on the Kicks 99 Facebook page sharing the story of sending our son 

off to college (many years ago). So far [as of August 16, 2015] this story has received almost 300 likes 

and about 25 positive comments since I posted it. This just blows me away. I decided to also post it to 

my Facebook page and it has been shared once (thanks, Lavon H. Lewis) and has received several 

positive comments there as well. Feels so good to be writing again after all these months recovering from 

a stroke!” 

http://www.amazon.com/Empower-Yourself-Holy-Spirit-Pick/dp/0991335015
http://www.amazon.com/21-Days-Christmas-Celebrate-Greatest/dp/1424550513/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1439489569&sr=8-1&keywords=21+days+of+christmas
https://monicasharman.wordpress.com/my-book-behold-the-beauty/
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WHAT DOES CMOS SAY ABOUT THAT? 

Q.   We are wr iting an invitation for  a New Year ’s Eve party which will 

take place on December 31, 2015. Would it be referred to as New Year’s Eve 

2016 or New Year’s Eve 2015? I’ve seen it both ways but can’t seem to find 

an authoritative answer. Thanks! 

 

A. Since New Year’s Eve is December 31, there should be no doubt which 

year it is in. However, your own confusion suggests that it is not a good idea 

to write “New Year’s Eve [year].” If you’re afraid your guests will show up a 

year late, clarify by adding month, day, and year to your invitation.  

 

Q.   Is it necessary to hyphenate “car-rental agency,” or is “car rental 

agency” clear enough? Also, the same question as it applies to “16th-century 

ornamental bridge.” Sometimes, I think writing has gone hyphen-crazy. 

 

A.  As we say at 7.85, “In general, Chicago prefers a spare hyphenation style: if no suitable example or analogy 

can be found either in this section or in the dictionary, hyphenate only if doing so will aid readability.” You will 

find at CMOS 7.85 that adjectives formed with century are hyphenated; nouns are left open; for phrases like “car 

rental agency,” the writer can judge. 

 

Q.   How should text message conversations be styled within a story to distinguish them from normal 

dialogue? I already use italics for internal thoughts, and it might be confusing to use the same technique for text 

messages. I also use quotes with italics when a character is thinking about another person’s dialogue. Would 

reading a text message be akin to that? Or can I just make up something completely different (e.g., < how r u 

> )? 

 

A. Unless a designer  wants to create a special typography for  text messages (as is sometimes done in books 

for children and young adults), just use quotation marks. It’s never been considered necessary to have a separate 

style for phone conversations, e-mails, or other types of communication, and texts are nothing new in this 

regard. The context should make it clear: “how r u,” he texted; “ha ha Daddy I can’t believe you use ‘r u,’” she 

replied. 

 

A Little Humor 

 
Road sign.  

For those who missed playing it on 

childhood road trips, the object of the 

“alphabet game” is to spot all the letters of 

the alphabet—in order—on signs and 

license plates. We should all have been so 

fortunate to spot this sign. 



  
 Submission guidelines for 

PEN Points 

Members of The Christian PEN are 

encouraged to submit material for future 

issues of PEN Points. Please note the 

following guidelines: 

Articles (contr ibuting members only) 

Contact Paul Conant  if you’d like to 

contribute any of the following: 
 

 Editing Exercises  

 “Ask the Editor” questions  

 Reports of writers’ conferences you’ve 
attended  

 Any article related to editorial 
freelancing  

Word count: 300–700 

 

Featured Editor Interviews 

Contact Ralene Burke  

Maximum word count 350 

Snippets (open to all members)  

Contact Katherine Swarts if you’d 

like to contribute any of the 

following: 

 Editing Quips & Quotes ( be sure to 
provide the source of the material) 

 Humorous anecdotes 

 Announcements of Upcoming Writers’ 

conferences 

 Notices of Contests 

 News from the publishing world 

 Typo sightings and puzzling prose 
(please remove any identifying 
information that might embarrass the 
source.) 

 Any “snippets” you think would be of 
interest. 

Maximum word count 150 

Book Reviews (contr ibuting members 

only) Contact  Leslie McKee if you 

have a book you’d like to review or a 

book you’d like to have reviewed. 

 

Because these books are promoted 

through The Christian PEN, please 

keep in mind our doctrinal statement 

as you consider authors/books to 

feature. 

Maximum word count 250 

Devotions (contributing members only) 

Contact Susan Stewart  if you’d like 

to write a devotion. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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M O R E  T Y P O  S I G H T I N G S  &  P U Z Z L I N G  P R O S E  

From Linda Yezak:  

 “My Wednesday morning Bible teacher sent this to the 

class: ‘Sign-up begins this Sunday for our fall study. ... This 

study will awaken us from dullness to the glory of our 

salivation.’” 

 Church newsletter quoting Philippians 1:5: “... because of 

your partnership in the gospel from the first day until no ...” 

 Reception announcement from same church newsletter: 

“Come celebrate the nearly eight years Eric has worked with 

our student ministry in the church library.” 

 It Happened in Seattle, by Steve Pomper (Morris Book 

Publishing, 2010), p. 78: “The boat drifted toward the dock 

and slipped into its birth.” 

 Major counseling website: “We do everything possible to 

assure that the counseling staff we hire share a common 

belief in the tenants of Christianity and that this is 

incorporated in their interactions with our clients. 

Excerpts from “bad queries” quoted by literary agent  

Chip MacGregor: 

 A serial killer masquerading as a priest is brutally 

murdering convicted rapists. ... This is a family-friendly 

story.”  

 “An ancient angel awakens; true account and gospel of a 
reincarnated, resurrected, angelified Biblical prophet. A 
true story.”  

 “I need to publish this before the end of the world on 
December 21, 2015.” 

 “After reading MY BLOODY LOVER [not its real title] 
visual trailer, who do not like to see MY BLOODY LOVER 
made into a movie? Tell me now!!!!! I have been told many 
times this is the greatest horror romance ever written and 
women around the world are in love or in lust with me that I 
am in no hurry to shoot MY BLOODY LOVER into a full 
feature. I will let them salivate and be romance for the taste 
of their dream man in the pages of MY BLOODY LOVER. 
Read the magic of the dialogues of what your lover should 
be saying to you, as my character in the world of MY 
BLOODY LOVER. BELIEVE IN TRUE LOVE AGAIN.”  

 “I have written and illustrated a book that is styled and 
formatted as a children’s book for adults. That’s right. A 
children’s book for adults.”  

From Marilyn Anderson: 
 “In a 2015 Missionary Moments Prayer Guide: ‘Ask God to 

help you be a good steward of what He has provided you 

for through your spending and your giving.’” 

 “While I was taking an online survey, I noticed that one of 

the choices erroneously read, ‘I’ve never went to a hotel.’” 

 “From a major American newspaper: ‘[Fred] Thompson, 

73, died from after a recurrence of lymphoma according to a 

statement issued by his family.  

mailto:pwcediting@gmail.com
mailto:raleneburke@gmail.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
mailto:leslielm@gmail.com
mailto:susan@practicalinspirations.com
http://www.chipmacgregor.com/proposals/bad-queries-get-yer-bad-queries/
http://www.chipmacgregor.com


Client Shout-Outs (contr ibuting members only)  

Contact Jeanette Morris if you’d like to contribute 

any of the following: 

 An endorsement of an outstanding book you’ve 

edited. Please include a link to one or more websites 

where the book can be ordered. Linking an author/

publisher site needs permissions from the author. 

Please obtain prior to submitting. 

 A graphic of the front cover is welcome. 

 An uplifting experience with an author that 

emphasizes our ministry as Christian editors. (If the 

Lord has spoken to you through a client or manuscript, 

give Him glory for it!)  

Tell why the manuscript is worthy of mention and/or 

how editing this project or working with this client 

helped you grow professionally, personally, or 

spiritually. 

 

Maximum word count 250.  

Submission guidelines  (Continued from page 7) 
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December 
7 Vicki Prather  
11 Delora Buoy  
21  Judy Vandiver  
29  Dawn Kinzer 
31 Paul W. Conant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 
3 Michelle René Arch 
5 Timothy J. Beals  
11 Liz Tolsma  
17 Terri Poss  
19 Emily Akin  
24 Amy Gray  
27  Nichole Kraft  
28  Denise Loock  
29  Cec  Murphy 
29 Dori Harrell 
 
 
 

February 
1 Linda Yezak  
2  Tiffany Colter  
2 Kathy Ide  
6 Karin Beery  
9 Marilyn Anderson  
9 Nancy Williams  
17 Judy Hagey  
24 Reneé Criswell  
 

PEN Points Editorial Team 

Articles Paul Conant 

Snippets Katherine Swarts 

Shout-Outs Jeanette Morris 

Coordinator’s 

Column 

Jeanne Marie 

Leach 

Book Reviews Leslie McKee 

Featured Editor 

Interview 

Ralene Burke 

Devotionals Susan Stewart 

Newsletter  

Coordinator 

Ann Knowles 

General  

Copyeditor 

Terri Poss 

The simpler you say it, the more eloquent it is. 

August Wilson 

mailto:jeanette54@sbcglobal.net

