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Network Spotlight
by Monica Sharman, Blog Coordinator
PEN Tips:
The Christian PEN’s Blog for Editors

If you’ve ever wished for a blog
specifically aimed at helping freelance editors, your wish is granted!
In fact, PEN Tips began in February
2016 and has been helping editors
ever since. The blog’s wide range of
topics covers everything from time
management to client interactions
to growing your business. Ken Walker has written a series of posts on
ghostwriting. Ralene Burke’s posts
have focused on social media for
editors. Helen Wakefield tells how
to edit novels with international
characters and setting.

in kindergarten) or expertise (like
working in the hospitality industry)
can enhance and inform your work
as an editor.
To make sure you don’t miss an article, you can subscribe by going to
the PEN Tips blog page and filling
out the subscription form on the
right sidebar.

In the meantime, check out our
past blog posts. Perhaps browsing
through the articles will inspire you
to contribute your own tips. Sharing your insights will provide value
On PEN Tips you’ll find Christian Ed- to other editors in the community,
itor Network updates (on PENCON and you will also gain exposure for
and The PEN Institute, for exam- your own business. To submit an
ple). You can learn how empathy, article, email the PEN Tips Blog Cogratitude, and generosity make you ordinator at blog@thechristianpen.
a better editor. You’ll see how oth- com for details.
er areas of experience (like being

Join us for our fourth
annual editors’
conference with
keynote speaker
Cecil Murphey.
Check out the rest
of the faculty at
PENCONeditors.com.
There is still time to
register online, or
register at the door.
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“Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong.
Do everything in love.”
—1 Corinthians 16:13-14 NIV
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Is there a correct way to write
a range of only two numbers
in a complete sentence? For example, June 3–4, or June 3 and 4?
Pages 75–76, or pages 75 and 76?
The issue gets especially ugly when
referring to multiple numbers. For
example, “The event will take place
Nov. 3 and 4, 8 and 9, 15 and 16, and
21 and 22.” Yuck. I say that for ease
of reading, an en dash would be
used. However, I know that according to CMOS, an en dash between
two numbers implies “up to and
including,” or “through.” With that
in mind, should “and” be used, because no number comes between
the two numbers that are cited? Or
is that overthinking things?
It’s not overthinking to be
precise. “November 3–4” is
a good way to describe a weekend-long event on November 3 and
4, but not a good way to describe
a two-hour concert that takes place
on November 3 and again on November 4. You have the right idea.
Saying that something appears on
pages 75–76 implies that there is a
continuing discussion of it. If it appears on pages 75 and 76, it might
be two separate, unrelated mentions.

A

Q

To avoid gender-specific language, is it acceptable to use
“upperclass students” as an alternative to “upperclassmen”? I am
seeing this more and more in academia, where I work. An alternative
would be “upper-class students,”
but that seems to refer to those
from a higher social and economic
class. What do you recommend?

A

Upper-level students, returning students, juniors and seniors (or sophomores, juniors, and
seniors—whichever you mean),
third- and fourth-years, third- and
fourth-year students. There are
plenty of ways around this, and
all are less ambiguous than “upper-class.”

Q

Is a question mark called for
in the following sentence? “I
wonder when it will stop raining.”
I believe that it is a statement and
therefore a period is the required
punctuation, but I see similar sentences with a question mark so often.
No question mark is needed,
since “I wonder” is a statement, not a question.

A

Q

Titles of works should be italicized, but on social media
sites (e.g., Facebook, Instagram)
text cannot be formatted. In social
posts, is it best to leave titles of
works Roman? Or do you recommend another way to designate titles of works using only plain text?
You can use “quotation
marks” or ALL CAPS, or write
_Title_ or *Title*.

A

Q

Does half need a hyphen
when modifying a verb? For
example, “He half listened to her
story” or “She half walked, half
ran.”
No hyphen—half may be
treated like other adverbs. He
barely listened; he half listened. She
quickly walked; she half walked.

A
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Featured Editor—Nanette Snipes
As an editor, what do you specialize in?
I specialize in memoirs, children’s fiction, and devotionals.
I am particularly fond of memoirs as they are usually a blend
of fiction/nonfiction (creative
nonfiction), and something I
enjoy helping clients improve.
In addition, for the last thirteen years, I have been editing
twenty to twenty-five monthly newsletters for a large
electric company, so I do business editing as well.

How has God gifted you to succeed in this business?
God has gifted me with mercy and compassion. Throughout my writing career, I have used my personal struggles
to bless others through writing short stories for compilation books, as well as writing poems for individuals
who are hurting. About fifteen years ago, I received a
phone call from a woman who had read a story about
my mother’s last moments, and which revealed my own
personal agony and pain. The story hit a nerve with Kim.
She began writing me periodically, and then that first
Christmas, she sent me a gift. And, to this day, she is still
sending them. We have become good email friends. And
she has promised that, one day, she’ll fly down from New
York for lunch, so we can meet face to face.

What training have you completed on your journey to
becoming an editor? Do you have any training in your
specialization?
I have been writing and publishing magazine articles and
stories for compilation books for the last thirty years. I
was unaware at the time, but writing prepared me for
editing. Editing never crossed my mind until my husband
lost his second job, and due to health issues, I was unable
to work. I contacted a magazine editor for whom I had
worked, and she asked if I was interested in a monthly
proofreading job. I jumped in with both feet, and I’m still
jumping in. I have also taken a number of courses from
The Christian PEN [now The PEN Institute], which have
helped immensely.

I say all this to say that my personal experiences have
shaped the mercy and compassion I have for those going
through tough times; in turn, that empathy extends to
my editing work, especially memoirs. When editing, I try
to bring a compassionate heart to the table.
What is your favorite Scripture and why?
There are so many, but this one truly touches me. “How
great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we
should be called children of God” (1 John 3:1). My own
father was never there for me. He worked throughout
the week as a traveling salesman and was gone most
weekends. At age twelve, my parents divorced. So, to
learn I had a Father in heaven who would never leave me
nor forsake me was wonderful, and when I learned that I
was His child; well, that took my breath away.

What are some of your favorite resources when editing
or writing?
The resources I turn to the most are Kathy Ide’s Proofreading Secrets of Best-Selling Authors, The Christian
Writer’s Manual of Style, and AP Stylebook. Oh, yes, and
The Chicago Manual of Style, of course.

What’s one unique thing about you?
I can trace both sides of my family back to the American
Revolution. On each side of the family, a family member
served with George Washington at Valley Forge.

What advice would you give to a beginning editor?
First, from a writer’s point of view, I would suggest attending a couple of writers’ conferences to learn a bit
about the craft of writing. Then, get Kathy’s book, and
read it from cover to cover. It’s very reader friendly. Familiarize yourself with The Christian Writer’s Manual of
Style and other style guides like the AP Stylebook and
Chicago Manual of Style. And consider taking some of
The Christian PEN’s classes; they are invaluable. Start out
small and build on what you learn. And don’t give up.

Where are you located?
Buford, Georgia
Where can we find you online?
http://www.faithworkseditorial.com
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Christian Writers’ Conference
Three Levels
of Membership
Bronze Member Benefits
•
•
•
•
•
•

New Member FAQs
Chicago Manual of Style online
subscription discount
Quarterly e-newsletter
10% discount at The PEN
Institute
5% discount on PENCON
registration
Eligible to join the PEN-Prayer
loop

Silver Member Benefits
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Most Bronze benefits, plus:
E-mail loop to communicate with
fellow members
15% discount at The PEN
Institute
10% discount on PENCON
registration
Member name and website link
on the PEN’s Silver Members
page
May purchase website ads
May write blog posts for the
website and articles for the
quarterly e-newsletter
May list books written by the
Silver Member on our Resources
page, with links for purchase
May apply to teach at The PEN
Institute—paid position

Gold Member* Benefits
•
•
•
•
•
•

Most Silver benefits, plus:
20% discount at The PEN
Institute
20% discount on PENCON
registration
Bio and headshot on the PEN’s
Gold Members page
May offer professional mentoring
through the website
Announced in newsletter when
Gold level is achieved

*Must be a CEC Member

By Sue A. Fairchild
When my friend and writing mentor
suggested I attend a writing conference
called St. Davids, I thought it was a good
idea at first. Then she told me about
the three-hour drive and the cost. I’m
not a good traveler, and I don’t usually jump at the chance to be away from
the comforts of home. I’d only just begun to write, so spending money—and
my vacation time—on learning instead
of on the beach seemed kind of, well,
boring. Yet, how she spoke about the
people, the camaraderie, the sense of
belonging, and the therapeutic atmosphere of the conference convinced
me to give it a shot.
That was five years ago and I’ve been
back to St. Davids Christian Writers’
Conference four times. This will be
year five.

At first, I was overwhelmed being surrounded by so many prolific authors.
I had been published only a few times
and didn’t consider myself a writer. But everyone else did. They welcomed me with open arms, asked me
what I longed to write, encouraged
me to step out in faith, and pushed
me to learn, do, and be more as a
writer.
If you’re looking for a conference that
will push you as well as comfort you,
this is the place. I invite you to join
our St. Davids family this year at our
2017 “Created to Create” conference.
Click here for more information or
email me at sueafairchild74@gmail.
com.

Book Review
Rush of Heaven, by Ema McKinley
with Cheryl Ricker
Reviewed by Joanne Reese
It is a rare thing to be invited into
the intimate undertaking
of another person’s day.
With a personality so
delightfully real and relatable, Ema McKinley
starts with the honest-toGod  horror of an accident
that left her in crippling
pain, and she finishes with
the jaw-dropping truth of
God’s rescue.
On an ordinary work day
everything changed for McKinley. An
accident left her dangling for hours,
sending her body into the kind of
response that would usher in years
of indescribable pain and debilita-

tion. Still, she saw God’s hand every
crooked step of the way, because
she chose to. As a reader, I was taken
through each torturous turn, feeling
in my own heart the hopelessness of
the situation. And all the
while, McKinley’s faith
was only strengthened
through the darkness. As
a result, so was mine.
I highly recommend this
story for anybody who
has had to face the unfair trappings of life. This
story jumps off the page
with spunk and resilience. Rush of Heaven left
me with a new appreciation for the
churning of my own faith after being
given the privilege of walking alongside somebody who has witnessed a
miracle from Jesus.
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Member News
Ken Walker wrote a feature on cults
for the December issue of Charisma, titled “Doctrines of Demons Rising.” Read the article here: http://
strang.imirus.com/Mpowered/
book/vcm16/i12/p42. He also completed an article on megachurches
that will appear in the April issue.

News web site, which is Assembly
of God’s news web site.

In January Ken completed work on
a manuscript with a doctor from
Dallas who compares the human
body to the body of Christ. This
started out as a CEC editing project
referral, but he helped expand the
A story Ken wrote about a spiritual book from 32,000 to 58,000 words
awakening in southern West Vir- and will be listed as a co-author on
ginia was named #8 in a list of 10 the cover. They have submitted the
“Top Stories of 2016” on the PE proposal to half a dozen publishers.  

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart
    and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him,
    and he will make your paths straight.”
—Proverbs 3:5–6 NIV

Devotion
Fired: Your Response to
Today Matters
By Jeremiah L. Davis
Developmental Editor,
Vanguard Publishing

that I need to spend time in the
presence of God and to take that
presence with me to my friends, my
family, and my co-workers. And this
is exactly what Moses does.

In Numbers, Moses separates the
sons of Korah from the rest of the
congregation of Israel and asks God
to reveal the rightful voice to Israel, and an EARTHQUAKE swallows
Korah—Aaron’s
family—whole,
and a plague spreads through the
congregation killing thousands in
an instant. Moses, at 80 years old,
was confirmed by God as His voice
to Israel.

Moses sends Aaron to the tent of
meeting to put fire from the altar
of God on his censer and carry it
quickly to the people. Aaron runs to
do as instructed. The Bible says that
as Aaron stood between the dead
and the living, the plague stopped.
Can you picture it? On his left, the
dead. On his right, the living. At the
risk of his own death, he stands
there with his staff planted on the
earth, and because he brought the
presence of God into the midst of
the trouble, the plague stops.

What would you do? In my struggles with anxiety, I have learned

We must be a people who take fire
from the presence of God to the
middle of a dying world. We are
called, like Aaron, to stand between
the living and the dead, carrying
the light of God’s presence.
Most of us aren’t going to have to
stand in the middle of a plague like
Aaron did; however, as we craft language, we take the presence of God
with us. Our work bears the image
of the Maker and goes out into a
dying world. Our words matter.
Bring the presence of God into your
work today.

Christian Editor Network LLC / ChristianEditorNetwork.com
5

Faux “Paws”
E-invitation: “Welcome to the North
Houston Fighting Obesity Meetup!
This group is for those of us who
have more than 50 lbs on our body.”
Presumably they meant 50+ pounds
that have no business being there;
most people over age seven, obese
or not, have more than fifty pounds
total on their bodies.

Serial comma confusion triggers
$10 million lawsuit. A group of
truck drivers claim they were shortchanged on overtime pay, regarding a law that says overtime rules
do not apply to “The canning, processing, preserving, freezing, drying, marketing, storing, packing
for shipment or distribution of ...
perishable foods.” Question: Does
On February 28, 2017, an employee the lack of a comma after “shipat Amazon.com mistyped a com- ment” mean that only packing for
mand while debugging the com- distribution is exempt from overpany’s billing system—and set off time pay, or is the distribution itself
a domino effect that crashed not also exempt? The company says it
only a large set of servers at Ama- doesn’t owe overtime rates for perzon Web Services Northern Virgin- ishable-foods delivery; the drivers
ia, but thousands of other Internet say it does. At last report, an apservers that relied on the same peals court sided with the drivers.
cloud. It took a full system restart
and over four hours to fix the problem. Can you say “massive blackout
in World Wide Web City”?

Would you like to
Would you your
like to
advertise
advertise
your
freelance
services
freelance services
online?
online?
Visit
Visitthechristianpen.com
thechritianpen.com
/find-an-editor/
seeour
our
/find-an-editor/ to see
current ads.
ads.
current
Check out the details and
Checkpurchase
out thean
details
ad at and
thechristianpen.com/
purchase an ad at
websiteadvertisements/.
thechristianpen.com/
websiteadvertisements/.
This benefit is for Gold and

Silver members.
This benefit is for Gold and

Silver members.

1

“I lift up my eyes to
the mountains—
    where does my
help come from?
My help comes
from the Lord,
    the Maker
of heaven and
earth.”
—Psalm 121:1–2 NIV
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Seeking interested volunteers for this
position

The following group courses are open for registration. All
The following group courses are open for registration. All
PEN members receive discounts. For more information and
PEN
members
receive
discounts.
For more information and
to register,
visit
The PEN
Institute.
to register, visit The PEN Institute.
Macros for MS Word 201
Freelance
Editing
(Apr. 24–May
15) 101 January 9—February 27
Instructor:
Christi
McGuireDavis
Instructor: April Michelle
Course
Level:
Beginners
Level: Intermediate

In September 2016, the education offer ed through the PEN
moved to our new online institute. W e now off er dozens of
courses in three formats.

Sentence Diagramming 101 January 16—March 6
Mastering the Manuals 201
Instructor: Denise Loock
Lesson Pack—This option includes the lesson material in pdf (May 15–June 5)
Course
Level:
All Levels
Instructor:
Natalie
Nyquist
format. Purchase and download anytime.
Level: Beginner
Marketing
for Editors 101 January 23—February 20
Group Instruction—This option includes the lesson materi- Instructor: April Michelle Davis
Nonfiction
Editing
101
al, optional homework, additional instructor handouts, a
Course
Level:
All Levels
(Apr.
24–June
12)
group forum to learn from other students, and direct feedE-book
Formatting
for Editors 101 February 6—April 24
Instructor:
Erin Brown
back from the instructor. Group courses are scheduled
Level: Beginner
Instructor:
Susan Stewart
throughout the year and administered via private forums.
Course Level: All Levels
Substantive Fiction Editing 101
Individual Mentoring—This option includes the lesson ma- Macros for MS Word 101 March 6—27
(Apr. 10–May 15)
terial, homework assignments, additional instructor
Instructor: April
KarinMichelle
Beery Davis
handouts, and one-on-one mentoring from the instructor. Course
Level: All Levels
Level: Beginner
This option is available throughout the year and scheduled
Contact
Contact us
us ifif you
you have
have any
any questions.
questions.
directly with the instructor.

Contact Us

CEN LLC: Equipping and Empowering Christian Editors
Christian Editor Network LLC
Kathy Ide, Co-owner
KathyIde@ChristianEditor.com
Jenne Acevedo, Co-owner
Director of The Christian PEN
Director of PENCON
Jenne@ChristianEditor.com
Christi McGuire, Co-owner
Director of Christian Editor
Connection
Director of The PEN Institute
Christi@ChristianEditor.com
Send payments to:
Christian Editor Network LLC
Direct link: PayPal.me/ChristianEditor
Payee: Payments@ChristianEditor.
com

FAQs
How do I see my PEN membership
details?
View your profile page. Log
in to your account on the PEN’s
website by clicking Login under
Membership.
How do I renew?
Send your renewal payment via
PayPal by clicking the direct link on
the left.
Where are my discount codes?
After logging in, go to your
membership page. Your documents
and graphics are there with all of
the details.

Network News Team
Newsletter Coordinator:
Jenn Harris
newsletter@thechristianpen.com
Send general questions and
comments
Content Facilitator:
Katherine Swarts
ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
Send snippets, faux “paws,” CMOS
questions, etc.
Submissions Facilitator:
Codi Ribitzki
codi.ribitzki@gmail.com
Send articles, devotions, Featured
Editors columns, etc.
Copyeditor:
Terri Poss glposs@aol.com
Layout Designer:
Linda M. Au linda@lindaau.com

Equipping and Empowering Christian Editors
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