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Network Spotlight
by Jennifer Harris
What Changes Can We Expect to See in the 17th Edition
of The Chicago Manual of Style?

I

t’s been seven years since the last
CMOS update, so what can we expect to see in the 17th edition of The
Chicago Manual of Style? A few highlights include:
•
•
•
•

Lowercase internet
No hyphen in email
Citation styles for Twitter
Expanded advice on the use
of they and other bias-free-

•
•
•
•

language strategies
Advice against the use of ibid.
Expanded citation guidelines
Expanded advice on the use of
Creative Commons licenses
Advice on the use of alternative-text metadata to improve
access for the visually impaired

Updates have been made in response to changes in language based
on technological advances and social
changes, and a few updates have even
been made based on user suggestions.
The 17th edition of The Chicago
Manual of Style is set to be released in
September with a new brighter, bolder look. As a member of The Christian
PEN, you are eligible for the group discount. All subscriptions are based on
the calendar year and end in December. The discounts are as follows:
•
•

CMOS 17
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$34 for one-year subscription
$17 for half-year subscription

For more information, visit:
https://thechristianpen.com/
cmos-subscription/
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Professional Development

P

rofessional development has
value for those starting out,
those looking to expand their
skill set, and those who want to keep
their skills sharp. I find myself in that
second category. Early in my career
as an editorial freelancer, I joined
The Christian PEN and became a
member of the Christian Editor Connection (CEC) with a certification
in nonfiction. Over the past three
years, I’ve completed over 180 projects and still there’s much to learn.
Last year I wanted to get serious
about my fiction editing and take
it to the next level. To that end, I
took Jeanne Leach’s Editing Fiction
I class, offered by The PEN Institute.

by Christy Callahan
I was hooked, so I took her level II
class. Jeanne’s flyers have been invaluable for self-reference and for
explaining concepts to clients. Kristen Stieffel’s information was also
helpful, especially her Elements of
Fiction Editing Checklist (KristenStieffel.com). So with great pleasure, I took her Advanced Fiction
Editing class.
With those three classes under
my belt, I feel confident enough to
take two CEC fiction editing tests.
Thankfully I passed them, and early this year I got my first CEC fiction
referral, a novel about the persecution of Christians in first-century

Rome—a great project to work on
with my history and theology background. In a one-on-one appointment at this year’s PENCON, Kristin
gave me wonderful ideas for another fiction project I was working on.
Whether you’re a beginning or
seasoned editor, I’d encourage you
to look at the upcoming classes at
The PEN Institute. And to those who
have been editing for years, thank
you for passing on your knowledge
to others. My own goal for the rest
of this year is to learn the ins and
outs of InDesign so I can create professional-looking interior layouts.
What’s your goal?
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Featured Editor—Sue Fairchild
As an editor, what do you
specialize in? I specialize in
substantive editing for longer
novels, but I often point out
punctuation and spelling errors as I go along too. I simply
can’t bypass something that is
incorrect. Also, I’ve edited several devotionals. I find this to
be my greatest joy. I often learn
something from the devotions. I’ve had several published
through The Secret Place and The Upper Room, so I have
some experience in what makes a good devotion.
What training have you completed on your journey
to becoming an editor? I’ve taken some of The Christian
Pen courses, I’ve attended several writing conferences,
and I’ve always enjoyed the English language. In addition,
I study The Chicago Manual of Style and The Christian
Writer’s Manual of Style. Substantive editing, seeing the
whole picture, seems to be something that just comes
naturally to me. I’ve always had a strict attention to
detail, and I think that helps.
What are some of your favorite resources when editing or writing? Definitely the CMOS. I have the online
subscription which makes it simple to look up something
I might not be aware of or to double check something.
Kathy Ide’s Proofreading Secrets of Best-Selling Authors is
a great help, as well. In addition, my connection to other
Christian PEN editors and my membership with American
Christian Fiction Writers has expanded my knowledge on
so many levels. It’s important to have friends and contacts within your field.
What advice would you give to a beginning editor?
Find your strengths and study the actual rules. Too often
I see new editors relying on what they think is correct,
but many of us know that what we’re taught, or what is
the accepted “norm,” is not always correct. And things
change frequently, so it’s important to keep up with the
ever-changing language and rules. In addition, double
check your work, be willing to learn, and seek to be humble. And write. An editor needs to know what it means
to write what he or she is editing. You need to know how
the process works and what makes a good story.
Do you participate in any organizations or groups
other than the PEN? Yes, I’m a member of ACFW, and I
serve on the board of (and am the webmistress and newsletter “guru” for) St. Davids Christian Writers’ Conference.

How has God gifted you to succeed in this business?
That’s a tough question. All of my “success” has come
about in the last five years or so, but I don’t feel like I’m
quite at the level God would like me to be. I’m still learning and growing as an editor and a writer, but He has
opened doors and connected me to people, like those
in the PEN, who have helped me establish my business.
It seems whenever I say, “Help,” He is there with a solution.
What is your favorite Scripture and why? “My heart
is stirred by a noble theme as I recite my verses for the
king; my tongue is the pen of a skillful writer.” (Psalm
45:1) I came across this verse while working for the St.
Davids conference. They used to use it as their “motto,”
and I thought it just spoke to how I feel about writing.
I’m reciting my verses, what I write, for the king—for
God—and it is a noble theme, a noble cause. When I
edit, I want the author’s words to reflect what they want
to recite and the noble cause they write about. That’s
why I love editing devotions, because I can relate to that
author. But even with secular authors, I’ve found that
connection to something greater. Most of the time they
don’t write for selfish reasons. Our voice, our tongues,
are the pens of a skillful writer, writing down verses for
the king. How awesome is that?
What’s one unique thing about you? My husband
says I care too much. LOL! I truly care about every author’s words that come across my desk. I know how hard
it is to write, especially a full-length novel. It doesn’t
come easily to everyone. But I believe everyone has a
story to tell, and I want them to be able to tell it in a way
that speaks to the masses. Sometimes this intense caring
gets me in trouble. I invest a bit too much and get hurt
sometimes. But I wouldn’t have it any other way. God
gave me this gift, and I intend to use it.
Where are you located? Watsontown, PA, between
Lewisburg and Williamsport
Where can we find you online? My website: https://
suessimplesnippets.wordpress.com/
My Amazon author page: https://www.amazon.com/
Sue-A.-Fairchild/e/B01MXI4R92/ref=dp_byline_cont_
ebooks_1
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Book Review
Three Levels
of Membership
Bronze Member Benefits
•
•
•
•
•
•

New Member FAQs
The Chicago Manual of Style
online subscription discount
Quarterly e-newsletter
10% discount at The PEN
Institute
5% discount on PENCON
registration
Eligible to join the PEN-Prayer
loop

Silver Member Benefits
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Most Bronze benefits, plus:
E-mail loop to communicate with
fellow members
15% discount at The PEN
Institute
10% discount on PENCON
registration
Member name and website link
on the PEN’s Silver Members
page
May purchase website ads
May write blog posts for the
website and articles for the
quarterly e-newsletter
May list books written by the
Silver Member on our Resources
page, with links for purchase
May apply to teach at The PEN
Institute—paid position

Ghostwriting: The Murphey Method
by Cecil Murphey. Reviewed by
Karin Beery

H

ave you ever wondered what it
would take to ghostwrite a book? Have you
thought about how to get
started or how much to
charge? Is it something
you should consider, or is
it too much work and not
enough credit? If you’ve
ever asked yourself these
questions, then Cecil Murphey has your answers.
In his new book Ghostwriting: The Murphey
Method, experienced ghostwriter
Cecil Murphey talks about every aspect of his career, from how he got
started to how he’s made a career of
ghostwriting. Murphey covers every-

The Hunt for Typos
By April Michelle Davis

S

ometimes, despite an editor’s
best efforts, a mistake is printed. Some people think, “Oh well,
editors are human, after all.” But
•
typos do have a lasting effect.
At a minimum, a typo can
smudge the reputation of the pubGold Member* Benefits
lisher or website where it was pub• Most Silver benefits, plus:
• 20% discount at The PEN
lished. Readers often will not trust
Institute
the credibility of a text if there are
• 20% discount on PENCON
obvious typos. Such readers may
registration
not buy products with typos, thus
• Bio and headshot on the PEN’s
decreasing sales and profits. TyGold Members page
• May offer professional mentoring   pos can also interfere with search
engines that look for a string of
through the website
specific characters. If a word is mis• Announced in newsletter when
spelled, the text may not show in
Gold level is achieved
the results. This can be especially
*Must be a CEC Member
damaging to an online publication’s
•

thing you need to know to start your
ghostwriting career, including having the right mindset, building trust
with publishers, saying no to authors,
and taking a look at his ghostwriting
process. He doesn’t just
rely on his experience,
though; his book includes
examples and quotes
from other publishing industry professionals.
This
easy-to-read,
easy-to-follow book takes
on a lot of the questions
about ghostwriting. It’s
not only educational, the
stories from Murphey’s
career are also inspiring
and entertaining. If you’re curious
about ghostwriting, this is a comprehensive guide that should help you
figure out if it’s the right course for
you.

readership.
When typos do occur, it is important to explain them to concerned bosses, reminding superiors
that nothing will be 100 percent error free. Keep track of the number
of errors you do catch, and compare
that to the total number of typos.
Often typos occur because editors are pressured into choosing
quantity over quality to meet publishing deadlines. Explain to a concerned superior that fewer typos
would occur if editors had more
time to work on pieces or if a second editor reviewed the pieces.
Excerpt from:
www.editorialinspirations.com/thehunt-for-typos/
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Book Review
The Pulse Effex by L.R. Burkard.
Reviewed by Susan K. Stewart

M

y grandchildren are moving into
their teenage years. It’s hard to
find novels that aren’t romance or vampire themed and mature in content.  Finally, writers are beginning to see not all
teens are superficial, and some want
serious fiction they can relate to. The
Pulse Effex series from L.R. Burkard
provides adventure, mystery, excitement, and a solid story.
The series consist of three
books: Pulse, Resilience, and Defiance. The first book starts with
everyone’s reaction to an electromagnetic pulse (EMP) event in the
United States. Resilience tells how
life has changed and people are settling into a new normal. The third of
the series continues as society continues to break down and families struggle to rebuild.
Told through the eyes of three
teenage girls, Sarah, Lexie, and Andrea,
this apocalyptic tale not only looks at

the difficult times after an EMP, but
also views it from three different and
real perspectives. The three friends,
Andrea, Lexie, and Sarah, each experience the EMP event in a different way.
However, each has similar concerns
— “I wish my phone worked.” “I want
to see my friends.” “When do I get to

take a shower?” As the tale continues
through the three volumes, the girls
grow up, begin to care for others, and
learn there is life beyond high school
social events.
L.R. Burkard presents the EMP

event in as realistic a way as possible,
given no one knows the real results
of such an event. Her research is well
done, thus making the story more
compelling. It’s not a story of unending
violence. It is a story of what may more
likely be people’s reaction. Although
Burkard also presents an element of
Christianity, it is without “Bible
thumping.” Like the rest of her story, the Christian family is believable
in their reactions and their faith.
I will be purchasing this series
for my granddaughters. However,
even though the intended audience
is teenagers, don’t pass it up. This
series has a solid tale adults will
also enjoy.
Susan K. Stewart is a Silver member
of the PEN and teaches through The
PEN Institute. She lives on a tiny ranch
in Central Texas with her dogs, cats,
chickens, donkey, and her husband,
Bob. Connect with Susan at http://
www.practicalinspirations.com.

Devotion
Graze in Security
By Tisha Martin

F

or me, Psalm 23 is more than just
a pastoral psalm, it is the key to
the path of freelance success. However, that dream path was so big I
wasn’t sure I could follow it. Sometimes dreams look bigger than they
really are; yet in many respects, self
gets in the way of the largeness of
that dream, and it really isn’t the
dream looming before us.
The obstacle to success is us.
Such was the case for me, after
graduating with a master’s degree
in English. Writing and editing was
in my blood—I dreamed it, ate it,

read about it, and jabbered on
about it, ever eager to help the person in front of me fix their manuscript issues, rewrite an in-office
memo for clarity and conciseness,
or offer suggestions after listening
to a friend brainstorm their manuscript. But even after working ten
years toward a bachelor’s in Professional Writing and a master’s in
English Education, I still didn’t “feel
ready” to launch my freelance editing career. Surely, I’d fail. You’re
grinning now—because you know
what I’m talking about. You’ve been
there too.
A friend pointed out Psalm 23
to me in a way that enlightened,

encouraged, and enlarged my faith.
“To lie down in green pastures”
means to “graze in security.” As the
Good Shepherd, the Lord guides
His children and wouldn’t want
them to fail, so why should I think
failing thoughts? You can go anywhere, do anything, because the
Lord is there each step of the way,
guiding with His secure hand. After
I removed self from my dream and
put my hand in God’s hand, letting
Him lead, I began to see stellar results. No matter the circumstances
in which we find ourselves, we are
secure in the palm of God’s hand,
and that security allows us to graze
successfully with God.
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Would you like to
advertise your
freelance services
online?
Visit thechristianpen.com
/find-an-editor/ to see our
current ads.
Check out the details and
purchase an ad at
thechristianpen.com/
websiteadvertisements/.
This benefit is for Gold and
Silver members.

The following grou
PEN members recei
to register, visit The

Freelance Editing 1
In September
2016, the
offer ed through
the PEN101Instructor: Christi M
The following
group courses
areeducation
Copyediting
for Fiction
moved to our new online institute. W e now off er dozens of Course Level: Begin

open for registration. All PEN
(Aug. 7–Aug. 28)
courses
in
three
formats.
members receive discounts. For
Instructor: Kristen Stieffel Sentence Diagramm
Instructor: Denise L
more information
and to register,
Level:
Lesson Pack—This
option includes
theBeginner
lesson material in pdf
Course Level: All Le
visit The PEN
Institute.
format.
Purchase and download anytime.
Marketing for Editors 101 Marketing for Edito
Group Instruction—This option(Aug.
includes
the lesson
Indexing 101
14–Sept.
11)materi- Instructor: April Mi
al, 14)
optional homework, additional
instructorApril
handouts,
a
Course Level: All Le
(July 10–Aug.
Instructor:
Michelle
Davis
group
forum
to
learn
from
other
students,
and
direct
feedInstructor: April Michelle Davis
Level: Beginner/All levels E-book Formatting
back from the instructor. Group courses are scheduled
Level: Beginner
Instructor: Susan S
throughout the year and administered via private forums.
New Group Mentoring for Course
Begin-Level: All Le
Nonfiction Editing
201
ner
Nonfiction
Individual Mentoring—This option includes the lesson ma- Macros for MS Wo
(July 24–Sept.
11)homework assignments,(Aug.
23–Sept.
13)
terial,
additional
instructor
Instructor: April Mi
Instructor: Erin
Brown
Mentor:
Jenne
Acevedo
handouts, and one-on-one mentoring from the instructor. Course Level: All Le
Level: Beginner/Intermediate
Level:
This option is available throughout
theBeginner
year and scheduled
directly with the instructor.

Ghostwriting 101
(July 31–Sept. 18)
Instructor: Blake Atwood
Level: Beginner

Contact us if you ha

Contact us if you have any questions.

CEN LLC: Equipping and Empowering Ch
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Faux “Paws”
Seen on the table of a Houston-area
Weight Watchers meeting: a sympathy card for one member, with the
note “So sorry for your loss.” Somehow, that seemed ironic wording in
the context of a weight-reduction
support group.

Adidas didn’t do much better when,
after sponsoring the 2017 Boston
Marathon, it sent those who completed the race an e-mail with the
note, “Congrats, you survived!”
That went over poorly with people
who remembered the deadly 2013
bombings, and Adidas wound up issuing a public apology for its choice
of words.

“For this very reason, make every effort
to add to your faith goodness; and to
goodness, knowledge.”
—2 Peter 1:5 NIV

Contact Us
Christian Editor Network LLC
Kathy Ide, Co-owner
KathyIde@ChristianEditor.com
Jenne Acevedo, Co-owner
Director of The Christian PEN
Director of PENCON
Jenne@ChristianEditor.com
Christi McGuire, Co-owner
Director of Christian Editor
Connection
Director of The PEN Institute
Christi@ChristianEditor.com
Send payments to:
Christian Editor Network LLC
Direct link: PayPal.me/ChristianEditor
Payee: Payments@ChristianEditor.
com

FAQs
How do I see my PEN membership
details?
   View your profile page. Log
in to your account on the PEN’s
website by clicking Login under
Membership.
How do I renew?
Send your renewal payment via
PayPal by clicking the direct link on
the left.
Where are my discount codes?
   After logging in, go to your
membership page. Your documents
and graphics are there with all of
the details.

Network News Team
Newsletter Coordinator:
Jenn Harris
newsletter@thechristianpen.com
Send general questions and
comments
Content Facilitator:
Katherine Swarts
ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
Send snippets, faux “paws,” CMOS
questions, etc.
Submissions Facilitator:
Codi Ribitzki
codi.ribitzki@gmail.com
Send articles, devotions, Featured
Editors columns, etc.
Copyeditor:
Terri Poss glposs@aol.com
Layout Designer:
Linda M. Au linda@lindaau.com
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