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Network Spotlight—Jenne Acevedo
What an honor to step into this role as administrator of The
Christian PEN! I got involved two and a half years ago to learn
about this exciting industry and build my new business. I went to
the first PEN convention in Southern California in 2014 and knew
God wanted me there.
I was still quite a newbie when I offered to plan the next convention. We named
it PENCON, branded it, and had a blast in Austin. Shortly after, I began helping
Kathy Ide and became her virtual assistant. I’m blessed to continue working with
Kathy, and now I have the privilege of encouraging our members and coordinators too.
I’ve learned so much through twelve PEN courses and still have more to learn.
One of my favorite membership benefits is the networking and community
through our e-mail loop. We have a wealth of knowledge and experience at our
fingertips. And our members are quick to offer helpful advice.
We have seen lots of changes over the last several months, starting with our big
announcement at PENCON last year (introducing the three new levels of membership). Even before I got involved, the dream was to create a new professional
level of membership and increase our exposure in the publishing world.
The leadership team has worked hard to build the PEN and continues to do so.
Our new branding, updated website, and additional membership benefits are a
reflection of this process. We look forward to seeing where God takes us and
our members.
Years ago God created a passion in me to encourage others. I’ve enjoyed writing
and speaking for more than ten years. When he stirred my heart to edit, I wondered if I could actually do it. He gave me multiple opportunities to learn and
grow and eventually led me to the PEN. I’m thrilled to be a part of our network.
Helping writers polish their writing and guiding them in their journeys is incredibly rewarding to me.
Thank you for being a part of this wonderful organization. I hope you enjoy our
community. Maybe I’ll see you at PENCON in Colorado Springs. Be sure to stop
by and say hi.
Many blessings to you!
Jenne
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“No passion in
the world is equal
to the passion to
alter someone
else’s draft.”
– H. G. Wells

CMOS Highlights
Q.

Chicago, APA, and other style
guides for US English require a comma
before the conjunction in a series of
three or more items, per Strunk and
White. However, in recent years I have
increasingly seen US publications not
follow this rule. (I find myself more and
more often rechecking to see if these
periodicals and books are British!) Has
your staff also noticed this tendency? If
so, do you have a professional opinion
on the subject?

A. First, let’s note that Strunk &

Snippets
Literal quote from a potential client’s inquiry:
“Not sure if I understand
you completely, Do I have
to send you the entire manuscript for you to give me a
quote?”
A major newspaper, announcing the results of an
area spelling bee, misspelled the name of the
winner.
Notice on police station
bulletin board: “Will the
person who took a piece of
cake from the commissioner’s office please return it?
It is needed as evidence in a
poisoning case.”

White recommend the serial comma
(1918) per Chicago (1906), not the other way around; we were using it when
White was still learning to read! And
since it is commonly called the Oxford
comma, it seems the British have been
onto it for a while as well.
Second, the serial comma is optional; some mainstream style guides
(such as the Associated Press) don’t
use it. If you Google “serial comma” or
“Oxford comma,” you’ll see a lot of
heavy weather from opinionated commenters, but there are times when
using the comma (or omitting it) results in ambiguity, which is why it’s

best to stay flexible.

Q.

Do you hyphenate a proper noun
+ participle? For example, “the Delaware Department of Educationapproved modules for Common Core”?

A. You can do that (with an en dash,
however, rather than a hyphen), but
it’s horribly awkward. A hyphen works
well with a single word or title (USDAapproved meat), but for a long phrase,
rewrite: Common Core modules approved by the Delaware Department
of Education. Subsequently, you could
shorten to “DDE-approved modules.”

Q.

I know that CMOS prefers theater
to theatre, but when referring to degrees from the Department of Theatre
(the university’s determined spelling),
which should I go with?

A. Proper names must not be edited
for style or spelling. Just as an editor
would not change the spelling of your
name, a street name, or the name of a
retail product for consistency, the
name of a department should not be
changed to match a style guide’s preference.

“Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish
your plans” (Proverbs 16:3 NIV).

Faux “Paws”
News clip: “The machine made a terrible nose as it ground to a halt.”
Online announcement of a rescheduling: “Due to inclimate weather ...”
New Mobility, January 2016, p. 31: “Virginia Commonwealth University Health
System ... does a god job of helping people with [spine injury] attain their highest
potential level of independence ...” (Can any human institution be that miraculous?)
From a well-known national newspaper: ‘You have work out a lot of ideas, fail
sometimes ...’” It should read “... have to work out a lot of ideas.”
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Online-image text: “Our valleys help us to remain connected to our Higher Selves.
Our peeks prove to us that we have a Higher Source.”

Featured Editor—April Michelle Davis
As an editor, what do you specialize in?
I am a generalist, so I will work on most any
type of manuscript. I work with traditional
publishers, self-publishing companies, and authors.
What training have you completed on your
journey to becoming an editor? Do you have
any training in your specialization?
My credentials include a master’s degree in
publishing from George Washington University
and a bachelor’s degree in English from Messiah College, as well as certificates in editing
(University of Virginia), book publishing
(University of Virginia), and professional editing (EEI Communications).
In addition, I am the coordinator for the Virginia chapter of the Editorial Freelancers Association (EFA), the Social Media Marketing Expert for the National Association for Independent Writers and Editors (NAIWE), and a lifetime member of the
American Copy Editors Society (ACES). I teach courses through my own company,
Editorial Inspirations, as well as for associations and colleges on topics such as
editing, indexing, grammar, writing, and creating macros.
I have taken my role full circle by publishing my own books, A Guide for the Freelance Indexer and A Princesses in Disguise, and I am currently writing two more
technical books.
What are some of your favorite resources when editing or writing?
In 2010, I began developing a course for editors (or those thinking about becoming editors): Editing 101. It has grown to now be Editing 101 and Editing 102. In
this course binder, I have included all of the information I wish I had known and
now do, and I am always adding new information to the course materials. Therefore, these course binders have become a favorite resource of mine when editing.

New Gold Members
The Christian PEN
welcomes the
following Gold
Members to this
professional level
of membership.
Kathy Ide
Jeanne Marie Leach
Christi McGuire
Kristen Stieffel
Jenne Acevedo
Rachel Newman
Deb Haggerty
Rachel Starr Thomson
Nancy Williams
Nanette Snipes
Karin Beery
Jennifer Edwards
Sarah Hayhurst
Ken Walker
Paul W. Conant
Linda Harris
Gold Members must be members of the Christian Editor Connection and have been a Silver
Member of the PEN for at least
one year.

Share with us where we can find you online:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/EditorialInspirations and www.facebook.com/
pages/Editorial-Inspirations/141782242810
LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/in/aprilmichelledavis/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/EInspirations
Website: www.editorialinspirations.com
Newsletter: www.editorialinspirations.com/communication/newsletter/

“There Are Two Typos Of People In This World:
Those Who Can Edit And Those Who Can’t”
― Jarod Kintz
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Book Reviews
Three Levels of
Membership
Basic Member Benefits

 New Member FAQs
 E-mail loop to communicate
with fellow members

 Access to one-on-one mentoring from a professional editor

 CMOS online subscription
discount

 Quarterly e-newsletter
 PEN-Prayer loop
 10% discount on education
Silver Member Benefits
Includes most Basic Member
benefits, plus the following:

 15% discount on education
 10% discount for PENCON
 Member name and website
link on the Silver Members page

 May purchase web ads
 May write blog posts
 May write e-newsletter arti-

The Extraordinary Presence of
God by Ann White Knowles
Reviewed by
Jessica D. Crooks
The first thing
about The Extraordinary
Presence of
God by Ann
White Knowles
that appealed
to me was that
you didn’t
have to be a
Christian to
enjoy the stories. All the
contributors had extraordinary stories
to tell, all revealing what loving and
trusting God is all about. Starting with
Claudia Russell’s “Special Child” to Diana C. Derringer’s “Christmas Presence,” each story has a special meaning
but most importantly speaks directly to
your heart about God’s ever-loving
presence.

The miracles range from simple ones to
those that will make you take a step
back and proclaim ‘my God, how great
thou art.’ If you want to read a book
about faith and trusting God, you have
found it in this little book. Once you
have started reading it, it will be difficult to put it down. The writing was
good and the language was simple, yet
beautiful, making this book a pleasure
to read.
The Extraordinary Presence of God will
make a great gift, especially for those
who are facing hard times and losing
their faith. It provides comfort and a
reminder that God is always present
and we just need to let go and trust
him.
It is fitting to close with a note at the
end of the book from Ann, as it sums it
up nicely: “Your story may not make a
difference to everyone who reads it,
but it will make a difference to the one
God wants to read it.”

cles

 Eligible to be the Featured
Editor in the e-newsletter

 May list books with links on
our Resources page

 May apply to teach PEN
course—paid position

Gold Member* Benefits
Includes most Silver Member
benefits, plus the following:

 20% discount on education
 20% discount
on PENCON registration

 Bio and headshot on the
PEN's Gold Members page

 May offer professional mentoring through the website

 Announced in newsletter
when Gold level is achieved
*Must be a CEC Member.
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21 Days of Love by Kathy Ide

But these aren’t stories to bring false
hope or present fairy tales; instead,
Reviewed by
they are written to encourage us as we
Donna J. Mynatt
go through rough times. The very first
story describes how an accident changInside this
book, you will es a young girl’s life—and her future.
find stories of Left with feelings of hopelessness, she
love ... stories discovers that God has another path for
that represent her life, if she’ll only trust Him with her
future.
the many
different types
Each story in this devotional is encourof love that
aging, uplifting, and heart-warming. I
we all experiwas continually reminded of God’s love
ence, from the
for me and that He is always waiting for
relationships
me, even when I’ve drifted away at
we have with
times. His love for me is an everlasting
our parents and siblings, our spouse
love, full of promise.
and our children, as well as friends, and
If you haven’t read 21 Days of Love, I
even strangers.
encourage you to read it.

Member News
 Jeanette Hanscome’s Suddenly Single
Mom: 52 Messages of Hope, Grace, and
Promise (published by Worthy Inspired) was
released on March 22.
 Kathy Ide’s third book in the Fiction Lover’s Devotional series, 21 Days of Love, was
released on January 1.
 Andrea Merrell’s book, Praying for the
Prodigal, was a finalist in the 2015 USA Best
Book Awards.

 Kathy Ide’s fourth book in the Fiction Lover’s Devotional series, 21 Days of Joy, releases
on April 1.

“A word fitly spoken [or written] is like apples of gold in
settings of silver” (Proverbs 25:11 NKJV).

Snippets
“Apparently, a lot of authors
made resolutions to get their
manuscripts edited [in 2016].
The first sent the manuscript
and a one-line note: ‘Hope
you have time for a full copy
edit of _____.’ I went
through my client and contact list and couldn’t find this
person’s name. Looked on
Facebook, and we aren’t
even friends.
The second query is from an
author who just finished a
brand-spankin’ new—and
first—manuscript: ‘my goal is
to get on a best seller list. If
you think you can take what
I’ve written and take it up a
level, we can do this.’”

Devotion
Tell the Love of Jesus by Emily Akin
There is a balm in Gilead to make the
wounded whole; there is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul.
This is the chorus of one of my favorite
Negro spirituals, “There Is a Balm in
Gilead.” It’s based on Jeremiah 8:22:
“Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there
no physician there? Why then is there
no healing for the wound of my people?” (NIV).
The song has a number of verses, and
there are many versions of each stanza. As a writer, the first verse speaks to
me when I’m not motivated, when I’ve
been rejected, or when I’m too distracted to write.
Sometimes I feel discouraged, and
think my work’s in vain, but then the
Holy Spirit revives my soul again.
The second verse encourages me because I am not very good at public
speaking. To be honest, that’s why I

prefer written communication to verbal. Many writers are like that, artisans
of the written word but not gifted in
public speaking. Christian writers are
all about “telling the love of Jesus” to
all who will read or listen.
If you can’t preach like Peter, if you
can’t pray like Paul, just tell the love of
Jesus, and say He died for all.
The last verse reminds us that Jesus
will come to our aid when we need
strength beyond our own.
Don’t ever feel discouraged, ’cause
Jesus is your friend, and if you lack for
knowledge, he’ll never fail to lend.
Writers, you can overcome discouragement, rejection, fear of public
speaking—any number of difficulties—
because Jesus is your friend. He will
help you accomplish whatever task
God has given you.
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PEN Leadership Team
Founder and Director:
Kathy Ide
KathyIde@TheChristianPEN.com

Resource & Event News
Orange County Christian Writers’ Conference in Fullerton, California
Friday–Saturday, April 15–16

PEN Administrator:
Jenne Acevedo

Colorado Christian Writers Conference in Estes Park, Colorado
Wednesday–Saturday, May 11–14

Jenne@TheChristianPEN.com

PENCON in Colorado Springs, Colorado
Thursday evening to Saturday evening, May 19–21

CEC Coordinator:
Christi McGuire
Coordinator@ChristianEditor.com

PEN Facilitator:
Kristen Stieffel
Kristen@KristenStieffel.com

Send payments to:
The Christian PEN
203 Panorama Court
Brea, CA 92821
Or PayPal Payee: Kathy Ide at

Blue Ridge Mountain Christian Writers Conference in Asheville, North Carolina
Sunday–Thursday, May 22–26
Write-to-Publish in Wheaton, Illinois
Wednesday–Saturday, June 8–11

“You cannot edit what you have not written.”
—Jerry B. Jenkins

KathyIde@TheChristianPEN.com

PEN Points Team
Newsletter Coordinator:
Ann Knowles
annknowles03@aol.com
Client Shout-Outs:
Jeanette Morris
jeanette54@sbcglobal.net
Layout: Judy Hagey
judy.hagey@gmail.com
Snippets, Faux “Paws,” CMOS
Highlights: Katherine Swarts
ks@houstonfreelancewriter.com
Book Reviews: Leslie McKee
leslielm21@gmail.com
Articles: Paul Conant
pwcediting@gmail.com
Featured Editor: Ralene Burke
raleneburke@gmail.com
Devotionals: Susan Stewart
susan@practicalinspirations.com
General Copyeditor: Terri Poss
GLPoss@aol.com

Would you like to advertise your freelance services online?
Visit thechristianpen.com/find-an-editor/ to see our current ads.
Gold and Silver Members: Check out the details and purchase an ad at
thechristianpen.com/website-advertisements/.

Dedicated to equipping aspiring and established freelance editors with
Education, Networking, and Community

