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“One of the hardest 
things for a writer 

to do is delete 
words.”  

 

 — Alessandra Torre  

Network Spotlight—Kathy Ide 
2016 Excellence in Editing Award 

Having been a professional freelance editor since 1998, I believe in 
the power of a well-written and well-edited book. With all the self-
publishing and small-press publishing going on these days, it seems 
there’s a plethora of books out there that aren’t as well edited as 
what the big traditional publishers have put out in years past. How-

ever, there are still some authors who care enough about the craft and their work 
(and their readers) to invest the time, effort, and sometimes money to make sure 
their books are as polished as they can be, so that they are as powerful at touching 
hearts and changing lives as they can be. 
 

I want to honor those authors. And I’ve come up with a way to do that. 
 

As the founder and director of the Christian Editor Connection, I have instituted 
the Excellence in Editing Award. This award celebrates books that are superbly 
written, well edited, and published by a CBA publisher or self-published by a Chris-
tian author. 
 

For this inaugural year, the CEC Excellence in Editing Award is open to all books 
published in hardcover or paperback during 2016. We will consider entries in the 
following categories: 
 

 Contemporary Fiction 

 Historical Fiction 

 Inspirational/Romance 

 Young Adult Fiction 

 Mystery/Suspense 

 Nonfiction (all genres) 

 Narrative Nonfiction (memoir/biography) 

Entries will be judged by CEC members in good standing—established, professional 
freelance editors currently working in the Christian publishing industry. 

Winners of the 2016 EIE Award will be announced at the SoCal Conference in  
Southern California in June 2017. 

[continued on next page] 
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Snippets 

Just when you thought 
you’d seen everything in 
political correctness:  
In 2010, the British website 
Jobcentre Plus balked at 
posting an ad for a “reliable 
and hard-working” hospital 
janitor because “we could 
be sued for discriminating 
against unreliable people.” 
 
Lawyer to witness: “How 
many times have you com-
mitted suicide?” 
 
An article on the winter 
solstice referred to the sun 
as “the largest star in our 
solar system.” I didn’t know 
there were any other stars 
in this solar system. 

If you have a book coming out in 2016, or if you’ve edited a book that’s coming out in 
2016, I hope you will consider entering this contest. If you know of a well-written and 
well-edited book that comes out in 2016, please encourage the author, agent, or pub-
lisher to enter that book into the contest. 
 

If you’d like to see more well-written, well-edited books out there, please get the 
word out about this contest. We have social media posts you can copy and paste. We 
also have promotional material that you can take to writers’ conferences, writing 
groups, and other events where authors, agents, or publishers gather. Just go 
to ChristianEditor.com and use the Contact page to request them. 

For submission guidelines and other details, visit ChristianEditor.com/EIE. 
 

CMOS Highlights 

Excellence in Editing Award    [cont. from p. 1] 

Q.  Some authors use italics for unspo-

ken thoughts. What is appropriate when 
the thought contains the name of a book 
(which is also italicized)? For example: I 
wonder where I can get hold of a copy of 
Julius Caesar. Do I italicize “Julius Cae-
sar,” or do I toggle and make “Julius Cae-
sar” roman type? 

A. You can put “Julius Caesar” in roman 

type (reverse italics) or in quotation 
marks. This is one reason why putting 
thoughts into italics is awkward, howev-
er. Chicago recommends either no treat-
ment or quotation marks for unspoken 

discourse. Please see CMOS 13.41. 
 
 

Q.  Is it safe to assume that the Chicago 

Manual of Style itself is written in Chica-
go style? Sometimes I can’t find a spe-
cific answer, but the word or phrase it-
self is actually used somewhere therein. 

A. Yes, you can assume that the Manu-

al is written in Chicago style. Be aware, 
however, that the figures may depart 
from Chicago style in some details, since 
they are taken from actual manuscripts 
and published books or journals. Often 
during editing, a given detail of house 
style may be tweaked or even ignored to 
honor common practice in that writer’s 

discipline. For that reason, each figure 
should be regarded as an illustration of 
the point being made in that section, 
rather than as exemplifying Chicago style 
in every detail. 

Q.  I have noticed that many newly 

published books have no indentation for 
the first paragraph of chapters or sec-
tions of chapters. Is this now the accept-
ed form or is this something some pub-
lishing companies use in their style 
forms? 

A. It doesn’t seem to be new (in my 

1965 Fowler’s Modern English Usage, for 
instance, all the first paragraphs begin 
flush left), and yes, it’s an accepted for-
mat. Often the indentation of opening 
paragraphs is decided by the book’s de-
signer. 
 

Q.  Which is correct? “Because of the 

affect/effect of unpaid interest, your 
loan balance has become larger than its 
cash value.” 

A. Effect is correct. Please see the 

CMOS section 5.220, “Good Usage versus 
Common Usage,” under affect/effect. 
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“He put a new song in my mouth,  
a song of praise to our God …”  (Psalm 40:3) 

http://www.christianeditor.com/
http://christianeditor.com/eie/


New Gold Members 

The Christian PEN 
welcomes the 
following Gold 
Member to this 
professional level 

of membership.  

Vie Herlocker  

Gold Members must be mem-

bers of the Christian Editor Con-

nection and have been a Silver 

Member of the PEN for at least 

one year. 

 

 

“The single biggest 

problem in  

communication is the 

illusion that it has  

taken place.” 

— George Bernard 

Shaw 

Featured Editor—Ann Knowles 

As an editor, what do you specialize in? 

I edit all things related to writing—fiction and 
nonfiction. I also do transcription, ghostwriting, 
Spanish translation, and mentoring. My speciali-
zation is working with writers whose first lan-
guage is not English.  

What training have you completed on your 
journey to becoming an editor? Do you have 
any training in your specialization? 

I have an M.A. Ed in education, and I taught Eng-
lish and ESL in Kindergarten through Community 
College for thirty-three years. I am a charter 
member of The PEN, and almost everything I 
know about editing I learned from Kathy Ide and 
Jeanne Marie Leach. I have taken numerous oth-

er classes through The PEN, Write Integrity, Cape Fear Community College, and at 
writers’ conferences. 

 
What are some of your favorite resources when editing or writing? 

Kathy Ide’s Proofreading Secrets of Best-Selling Authors is a must, but I still reach for 

her Polishing the PUGS first. I also use the Chicago Manual of Style, The AP Stylebook, 

The Christian Writer’s Manual of Style, Self-Editing by Renni Browne and Dave King, 

and The Editor’s Companion by Steve Dunham.  

What advice would you give to a beginning editor? 

Study to show yourself approved (2 Tim. 2:15). Just as doctors and lawyers study and 
prepare for their career, you must also prepare. Become a silver member of The 
Christian PEN and take every editing course you can. Attend editors’ and writers’ con-
ferences and hone your craft. Get acquainted with others who share your dreams 
and goals. Becoming an editor is a serious commitment and your clients deserve the 
best you have to give.  
 
Tell us something unique about yourself.  
 
I lived in Berlin, Germany for three and a half years and was there when the wall was 
built. I am a great-grandmother of a “Little Princess” named Ava. One other tidbit—a 
little piece of my heart resides in Texas.  
 

Share with us where we can find you online: 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ann.whiteknowles 
Website: http://www.writepathway 
Blog: http://www.blogspot.write-pathway 
Other:  http://christtotheworld.com  
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“Writing without revising is the literary equivalent of waltzing 
gaily out of the house in your underwear.”  

― Patricia Fuller  

http://www.amazon.com/Proofreading-Secrets-Best-Selling-Authors-Editing-ebook/dp/B00I590HHE/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1463265854&sr=1-1&keywords=Kathy+Ide
http://www.amazon.com/Proofreading-Secrets-Best-Selling-Authors-Editing-ebook/dp/B00I590HHE/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1463265854&sr=1-1&keywords=Kathy+Ide
http://www.amazon.com/Proofreading-Secrets-Best-Selling-Authors-Editing-ebook/dp/B00I590HHE/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1463265854&sr=1-1&keywords=Kathy+Ide
http://www.amazon.com/Proofreading-Secrets-Best-Selling-Authors-Editing-ebook/dp/B00I590HHE/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1463265854&sr=1-1&keywords=Kathy+Ide
https://www.facebook.com/ann.whiteknowles
http://www.writepathway
http://www.blogspot.write-pathway
http://christtotheworld.com
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2488976.Patricia_Fuller


Three Levels of  
Membership 

Basic Member Benefits 

 New Member FAQs 

 E-mail loop to communicate 
with fellow members 

 Access to one-on-one mentoring 
from a professional editor  

 CMOS online subscription dis-
count 

 Quarterly e-newsletter 

 PEN-Prayer loop 

 10% discount on education 
 

Silver Member Benefits 

Includes most Basic Member bene-
fits, plus the following: 

 15% discount on education 

 10% discount for PENCON 

 Member name and website link 
on the Silver Members page 

 May purchase web ads 

 May write blog posts 

 May write e-newsletter  
articles 

 Eligible to be the Featured Editor 
in the e-newsletter 

 May list books with links on our 
Resources page 

 May apply to teach PEN 
course—paid position 

 

Gold Member* Benefits 

Includes most Silver Member bene-
fits, plus the following: 

 20% discount on education 

 20% discount 
on PENCON registration 

 Bio and headshot on the 
PEN's Gold Members page 

 May offer professional mentor-
ing through the website 

 Announced in newsletter when 
Gold level is achieved 

*Must be a CEC Member. 

Formatting e-Books for Writers 
By Susan K. Stewart 
Reviewed by Karin Beery 

With the easy 
availability of 
digital self-
publishing, 
writers may 
want their edi-
tors to do 
more than just 
edit. They may 
need help for-
matting their e-
books.  
 
If you’ve never 

formatted an e-book, you don’t need to 
turn down that editing/formatting job. 
Susan K Stewart’s Formatting e-Books for 
Writers is a step-by-step guide to prepar-

ing a manuscript for digital printing. 
 

Stewart’s book covers all of the basics, 
including how to handle pull quotes, foot-
notes, and graphics. More than just for-
matting, however, she goes into mar-
keting, as well as the option of hardcopy 
printing. The book is easy to read and 
follow (I found myself wishing I had a 
manuscript to format so I could work 
through it), with checklists at the end of 
each chapter. If you have a basic under-
standing of e-books and only need infor-
mation on a specific topic, the eight ap-
pendices make that information even 
easier to find. 
 

I haven’t had to format an e-book yet, but 
I plan to keep Stewart’s book handy so I 
can follow her step-by-step plan when I 
need it. 

Behold the Beauty—An Invitation 
to Bible Reading 
By Monica Sherman 
Reviewed by Pam Lagomarsino  

The Bible is full 
of treachery, 
murder, wars, 
miracles, ro-
mance, grace, 
love, and for-
giveness. Some 
have barely 
read it, while 
others have 
read through it 
repeatedly. 
With a book so 
vast, where 
does one 

begin? How can familiar Bible stories 
become fresh for you? 
 
Behold the Beauty—An Invitation to Bible 
Reading by Monica Sharman offers you a 

fresh approach in a captivating, conversa-
tional style to truly discover God’s Word. 
Monica shares candid stories evoking the 
senses and presents methods to discover 
your Bible which take you on a journey 
beyond superficial Bible reading. 
 
Using a devotional style, Monica’s unique 
ideas surpass the “look up unfamiliar 
words in the dictionary approach” found 
in other Bible-reading books. Her meth-
ods will allow you the freedom to person-
alize your Bible study. Many of her hands
-on activities could easily be incorporated 
into Bible study groups. Monica describes 
techniques and uses biblical examples to 
demonstrate and apply them. She also 
recommends sample reading selections. 
You won’t need special dictionaries or 
reference books to apply her methods. 
 
Whether you are a new or seasoned Bi-
ble student, I encourage you to embrace 
this engaging resource to dig deeper and 
draw closer to God. 
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Book Reviews 



 Ralene Burke released the third novella 
in her Bellanok series on May 6. 
 

 Court Dudek has a new book published, 
Beyond the Veil. (Also available through  
Amazon and Amazon Kindle.) 
  

 Jeanne Marie Leach’s novel, The Plight 
of Mattie Gordon (first published in 2007), has 
made its Kindle debut. 
  

 Deb Haggerty, Denise Loock, Andrea 
Merrell, and Alycia Morales all made the  
Editor of the Year finalists list for the Blue 
Ridge Mountains Christian Writers  
Conference. 
 

      Susan Stewart’s new Kindle book,  
Formatting e-Books for Writers (based on her 
popular PEN courses), is now available for download. 

“Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let 
your heart take courage; wait for the 
LORD!” (Psalm 27:14 ESV) 
 
Swirls of worry upset my spiritual equi-
librium. I tried to focus on my daily 
tasks, but my brain refused to settle into 
its normal routine. I lifted my concerns 
to the Lord in prayer, but I didn’t release 
them. I clung to them like a child clutch-
es a balloon’s string.  
 

“Don’t let go! Don’t let go!” a voice 
seemed to say. “If you let go—” 
 
What? I thought. What will happen? 
 

And the voice replied, “You’ll lose  
control.” 
 

That, of course, was my problem. I was 
trying to control things over which I had 
no control. Only God could resolve the 
conflicts I was allowing to disturb me. 
Only God could provide the wisdom I 
needed to navigate the adverse circum-
stances. Only God could restore my 
equilibrium. 
 

I prayed again. “Lord, you are in control. 
You are worthy of my trust. I release 
these circumstances to you. Amen.” 
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Member News 

Devotion—Restore the Balance 

by Denise K. Loock 

“Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul 
and health to the body.” (Proverbs 16:24 ESV) 

Snippets 

The following was found in a 
popular fiction novel whose 
writer or copyeditor has obvi-
ously heard too many com-
plaints about the singular 
“they.” The context: A deliv-
ery-truck driver—the only 
male in the scene—has just 
brought a package to a girls’ 
boarding school and been 
stranded there by bad weath-
er. The text: “After Ted was 
dried off and warmed up, 
everyone retired to his room 
for a good night’s sleep.” 
 
Online list of coaching ser-
vices: “The Gold Level re-
quires a sigh-month commit-
ment.” 
 
Online business-article sum-
mary: “... keeping your repu-
tation in tact.”  
 
Popup ad: “Want More 
Cusomers for Your Busi-
ness?” (Yes, and I don’t want 
them thinking I can’t spell.) 
 
Time-management blog: “If 
we sleep eight hours per 
might ...” 
 
Commentary on Psalm 23: 
“When Kind David says ...” 

http://wipfandstock.com/beyond-the-veil.html
http://www.amazon.com/Beyond-Veil-Enter-Temple-Heaven/dp/149828244X?ie=UTF8&keywords=beyond%20the%20veil%20dudek&qid=1462992042&ref_=sr_1_1&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Beyond-Veil-Enter-Temple-Heaven-ebook/dp/B01FENITYG?ie=UTF8&keywords=beyond%20the%20veil%20dudek&qid=1462932205&ref_=sr_1_2&sr=8-2
http://www.amazon.com/Plight-Mattie-Gordon-Jeanne-Marie-ebook/dp/B01ENT6XC2/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1461702595&sr=8-1&keywords=plight+of+mattie+gordon
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01C0T2S7G


Faux “Paws” 
From Marilyn Anderson:  

 From a column in a regional Baptist newspaper: “Over extended periods of 
time, retirement savings in a well-diversified mix of stocks of bonds has proven 
to be a wise choice.” 

 From a printed missions-brochure headline, in bold at the very top of a col-
umn: “God can use you as a missionary right were you are.” 
 

From Christy Callahan:  

 Found in a book manuscript talking about Adam in the Garden of Eden: “He 
had no family, no need for protection and food was literally hanging from the 
trees.” He had no need for food? 

 

From Jeanne Marie Leach:  

 “I just came across this in a book I’m editing today: ‘It’s time to eat everyone.’ I 
hope they came to the party hungry!” 
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Dedicated to equipping aspiring and established freelance editors with  
Education, Networking, and Community 

Would you like to advertise your freelance services online? 
Visit thechristianpen.com/find-an-editor/ to see our current ads.  

Gold and Silver Members: Check out the details and purchase an ad at  
thechristianpen.com/website-advertisements/.  

“Only the blank page needs no editing.”  
― Marty Rubin  
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